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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

While only 10.0 percent of the urban families and 13.5 percent 
of the rural nonfarm families of the United States in 1959 had in- 
comes under $2,000, among rural farm families 36.0 percent were in 
that low-income category. Moreover, within agriculture, low-income 
families were heavily concentrated geographically. 

This study in five counties of south-central Kentucky was designed: 
(1) to indicate the extent and nature of the low-income problem in 
this and similar areas and to evaluate possible remedies; and (2) to 
use this area as a case study of the relationship of local low-income 
problems to the functioning of the national economy. 

The area studied borders on the Appalachians. It is predominantly 
rural, and farming is the principal occupation. The land varies from 
gently rolling and moderately productive to very hilly and practically 
nonagricultural. 

From a random block sample, approximately 600 heads of house- 
hold were interviewed about their farm and other economic ac- 
tivities. Open country households, nonfarm as well as form, were 
included. Nearly one-third of the families had total net incomes of 
less than $1,000, and approximately another one-third had incomes 
of $1,000 to $2,000. Thus, by the $2,000 measure, nearly two-thirds 
were low-income families. 

E^inination of types of families, levels of living and youth educa- 
tion indicated that the low monetary incomes had great significance. 
Low incomes were not limited to families of small size or to those 
sometimes considered to have relatively low needs. Most households 
had the simpler conveniences of electricity, refrigerators and washing 
machines; very few had, however, the more expensive ones of bath- 
rooms and central heat, which were practically nonexistent in house- 
holds having incomes below $4,000. There was a strong relationship 
between family income and proportion of youths in school. It seemed 
probable that at least one-half of the 14- to 17-year-olds in the $0 to 
$1,000 households and over one-third of those in the $1,001 to $3,000 
range would not finish high school. 

Characteristics of household heads such as color, sex, and age did 
not adequately explain the widespread low incomes. Nearly 60 per- 
cent of the household heads had less than an eighth grade education. 
However, income differences within the area were not closely related 
to level of education. In the United States at large, incomes in 1956 
were closely related to education, with incomes for household heads 
with less than eighth grade education exceeding but little the incomes 



3 



in the five-county Kentucky area. This suggests that many heads of 
households in the area would not improve their income situation by 
migration. Furthermore, the lack of a significant income premium on 
education in the area may discourage persons from seeking the edu- 
cation needed for successful adjustment after migration. 

. Low incomes are not peculiar to forming in the area. Among the 
open country residents studied, nonform workers were not clearly 
better off than formers. Incomes of both farmers and nonformers of 
the sample were a little below United States farm incomes and for 
below United States nonform incomes. In economic terms, the labor 
market seemed to be reasonably competitive within the area but not 
between the area and the United States at large. This may be due: 
to a combination of low educational qualifications of many people 
of the area and to some unemployment in the national economy. 

In the most important local occupation, farming, the broadest 
explanation of low incomes is underemployment owing to insuffi- 
cient land and other capital. This, in turn, is due to a high ratio of 
formers to usable land. 

Of the farm households with incomes under $2,000 at the time 
of the survey, approximately 75 percent had able-bodied male heads 
under 65 years old; nearly half of them had less than a fifth grade 
education, and over half of the remainder were over 45 years old. Thus, 
only 17.8 percent were both under 45 and had completed more than 
the fifth grade. Among the nonform households, only 13.4 percent 
met these very modest requirements for entering the outside non- 
form job market. 

Seemingly, most of the existing low-income households can best 
be helped only in their present location. Modest improvements in 
form incomes might be achieved through combined management and 
credit programs. Nonform job training and assistance in finding jobs 
might help some of the younger heads. The adequacy and suitability 
of welfare programs were not covered in this study. 

Above all, youths of the area should be adequately prepared to 
enter the economy of the nation. To offset the disadvantages of com- 
parative isolation, they may need to be somewhat better trained than 
others in order to compete on equal terms. 

It is well known that outmigration from low-income areas pro- 
ceeds more rapidly in times of high employment in the national 
economy. As higher rates of employme nt are achieved, competition 
for labor seems to reach farther into the ranks of people of low-in- 
come areas to include workers of higher ages and of lower educational 
levels. 
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Low Incomes of Rural People: The 
Nature and Extent of the Problem 
In 0 South-Central Kentucky Area' 

By W. KEITH BURKETT and JAMES F. THOMPSON^ 

The United States has become the most productive nation in the 
history of mankind, with the highest per-capita income. This income 
has been increasing yearly, median fomily incomes rising from $3,107 
in 1949 to $5,417 in 1959.® The nation has not only had a rising in- 
come, but the long-run trend has been toward increasing equality of 
income distribution, and notable progress has been made in elimina- 
tion of abject poverty. Among the nation’s 44 million femilies in 1959, 
only 13.4 percent had incomes of less than $2,000. If these relatively 
low-income families were evenly distributed among occupational groups, 
regions, and states, there would probably be little concern about them 
as an economic problem. Instead, however, they are heavily concen- 
trated in agriculture. While only 10 percent of the urban families and 
only 13.5 percent of the rural nonfarm femilies in 1959 had incomes 
I under $2,000, 36 percent of the rural farm families were in that 

category.^ Low-income families are not only heavily concentrated in 
I agriculture, but within agriculture they are heavily concentrated geo- 

graphically, principally in the southern states and in a few smaller 
I areas, notably the Ozarks, the Great Lakes cutover areas, and the 

I Spanish-American and Indian settlements of the Southwest. This con- 

I centration suggests rather serious economic maladjustments, both 

within this low-income sector and between this sector and the rest 
of the economy. 

This report concerns the foregoing problem as it exists in a low- 
income form area in which agriculture is still the main source of liveli- 
hood— namely, Barren, Cumberland, Hart, Metcalfe, and Monroe 
counties of south-central Kentucky. 

j . 1 The authors wish to acknowledge the valuable assistance of the staff of the 

University of Kentucky Computing Center as well as the use of the Center’s equip- 
ment in making the computations on which this report is based. 

3 Agricultural Economist, Area Economic Development Branch, Resource De- 
velopment Economics Division, Economic Research Service, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture; and Associate Professor of Agricultural Economics, University of 
Kentucky, respectively. 

* Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1961. Bureau of the Census, U.S. 
Department of Commerce. Table 434. 

* Ibid., Table 435. 
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One purpose of the study was to indicate the extent and nature 
of the low'income problem in this and similar areas, and to suggest 
what might be done to remedy the situation. The other purpose was 
to use this area as a case study of the relationship between local low* 
income problems and the functioning of the national economy. More 
attention was given to this aspect than is usual in a study of eco* 
nomic problems of a local area. 

The specific objectives of this study were to: 

(1) Describe briefly the area of study and its economic develop- 
ment patterns. 

(2) Describe the area’s present income situation with reference 
to size, distribution, and sources of income of its farm and rural non- 
farm families. 

(3) Determine the characteristics of the human resources that 
are associated with— and which may help to explain— the area’s rela- 
tively low income level. 

(4) Determine how the area’s farm and rural nonfarm people 
are employed and the degree to which differences in the kind and 
extent of their employment (as compared with differences in their 
labor capacities) are associated with differences in their incomes. 

(5) Develop a classification of the area’s farm and nonfarm 
families indicative of their production and employment potentialities, 
with particular emphasis upon low-income families. 

(6) Develop the implications of the forgoing findings for policies 
and programs directed to ameliorating the low-income farm problem. 

The area was selected for study because it was thought to be 
representative of the Appalachian Mnge of the southeastern states. 
It was considered to be a predominantly agricultural area with some, 
but not a very strong, potential for agricultural development. 



Sources of Doto 

The general description and the economic history of the study area 
were developed mainly from secondary sources of information, in- 
cluding census reports. Most of the other phases of the report are 
based upon data obtained in an enumerative survey of some 600 rural 
families concerning their 1956 farm and household operations. (See 
appendix for method of developing sample.) 



GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AREA 

General Description of the Areo 

The general area in which the five counties are located is refened 
to as south-central Kentucky. Figure 1 shows its location and relation 












Pi|. 1.~Th« fiv«-ceuiily araa an4 lypat of faraiinf araat in Kanhieky. Ceuntias studM am shaM an map. 

Araa 1. Mawifalm, l iit ri Haam Ana Araa 5. Pannyrayal Plain 

Araa 2. laitam Pannyrayal ami Knafea Araa a. Wartam Caal fhU 

Araa 1. Wuaaraaa Araa 7. Lawar Ohla Vallay 

Araa 4a ami 4h. Urbamlnffluanaa Araat Araa t. Purchata Raflan 










196SJ Low Incomes of Rorai. People 



8 



Bulletin No. 697 



[April, 



to type-of-farming areas in Kentucky. The southeastern part, con* 
sisting of Cumberland, Monroe, and Metcalfe counties, shows some 
topographic influence of the Cumberland Mountains to the east. The 
northeastern part, consisting of Barren and Hart counties, includes 
the end of the Pennyroyal Plain which extends westward across several 
counties of southern Kentucky. 

Glasgow, in Barren county, is the highway center of the area and 
is approximately 100 miles from Louisville to the north and 90 miles 
from Nashville, Tenn., to the southwest. Probably neither Nashville 
nor Louisville has a direct influence on the economy of the five 
counties. However, Munfordville, county seat of Hart county, is only 
about 45 miles from Fort Knox which offers some employment oppor- 
tunities. 

A rather heavily traveled highway system connecting Louisville 
with major cities north and south of Kentucky runs through Barren 
and Hart counties. Mammoth Cave National Park is located partly 
in southeastern Hart county at the northeastern corner of Barren 
county. Tourist business is evident for several miles along the main 
highways near the caves. The other principal highways in the five- 
county area tend to extend from Glasgow like spokes from the hub 
of a wheel. In general, the more hilly southern and western sections 
of the study area have fewer good roads and probably much less 
through traffic than the rest of the area. 

The five-county area is predominantly rural. The principal excep- 
tions are the tourist areas, especially near the caves, and Glasgow with 
a population of 7,025 in 1950 and 10,069 in 1960. None of the other 
towns, principally county seats, reached the 2,500 level to qualify as 
urban population centers in the censuses of 1950 or 1960. Despite 
the considerable proportion of rural nonfarm people in some counties, 
(Table 1) about two-thirds of the area's population consists of farm 

Table 1. — Percentages of Population Classified as Urban, Rural Farm and Rural 
Nonfarm in Five &'iOutb-Central Kentucky Counties; Kentucky and 
tba United States, 1950'^ 



Cumber- _ , United 

Residence Barren land Hart Metcalfe Monroe Kentucky States 



Urban 24.7 36.8 64.0 

Rural nonfarm 16.0 51.9 31.2 15.7 28.2 30.1 20.7 

Rural farm 59.3 48.1 68.9 84.3 71.8 33.1 15.3 



* Source: U.S. Censut of Population, 19S0. 



B The 1960 census does not have comparable data. 
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people.^ This is about twice the proportion of form people in the 
state and over four times the proportion in the United States. 

Incomes in the Aren 

In 1949 three of the five counties had median femily incomes of 
less than $1,000 (Table 2). This was less than half the median for 



Tabis 2.— Numbar of Pamilias anC Madian Incomes, Pivo Sourii<Contral Kontucky 
Counlias; Kontucky and Unilad Slatas, 1949 and 1959*^ 



Number of Families Median Incomes 

Area 1849 1959 1949 1959 



Barren county 7,655 7,568 $1,374 $2,738 

Cumberland county 2,275 2,057 839 1,898 

Hart county 3,800 3,739 1<,221 2,436 

Metcalfe county 2,505 2,263 921 1,922 

Monroe county 3,445 3,030 891 1,856 

Kentucky 2,037 4,051 

United States 3,083 5,657 



* County data from C7.S. Centcit of Fopulationf 1950 and 1960* 

Kentucl^ and United States data from Abstract of the United States, 1962, 

Bureau of the Gensus» U.Sa Department of Gommercey Table 449. 



the state and less than one-third the median for the United States. 
The median femily incomes of the other two counties were slightly 
higher. By 1959 the median incomes of each of the five counties had 
about doubled, with the three lower income counties making some- 
what higher percentage gains than the others. But relative to the 
national level, the gains were scarcely noticeable. 

Populotion Trends 

Poulation in the study area shrank moderately from 1920 to 1930, 
while the state population increased by a similar percentage (Table 3). 
From 1930 to 1940, the five counties gained population at a rate 
somewhat higher than their loss in the 1920*s. The population reversal 
of the 1930*s was a depression phenomenon— many unemployed people 
returned from urban areas to their former rural homes. In the 1940’s 
the population loss resumed, with considerable variation among 
counties. The heaviest loss, 21.9 percent, occuned in Cumberland 
county, the most nearly mountainous county. In the 1950*s, the 
decrease in rural population was approximately 15 percent, except in 
Hart county, where tourist developments may have partly offset the 
tendency toward population loss. As a group, the five counties con- 
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TabI* Cliaiita In Piva SaNMi-Cantral Kanhicky CaMiitlat; KaNitMky 

mi Uailad Stalaii 1f20<40* 





Barren 


Cumberland 


Hart 


Metcalfe 


Monroe 


Kentucky 


UnUed 

Statee 










(paroaat) 








1050-60 


Total 


— 0.6 


— 15.8 


— 7.8 


— 15.1 


— 14.3 


3.2 


las 


Urban* 


43.6 










24.8 




Rural 


— 14.0 


— 15.8 


— 7.8 


— 15.1 


— 14.3 


— 0.4 




1040-50 


Total 


3.3 


— 21.0 


— 11.1 


— 0.2 


— 2.1 


3.5 


14.5 


Urban* 


20.8 










lai 


10.5 


Rural 


— 1.4 


— 21.0 


— 11.1 


— 0.2 


— 2.1 


— 1.0 


7.0 


1030-40 


Total 


6.6 


16.8 


a 6 


15.8 


7.6 


a 8 


7.2 


Urban* 


15.3 










a 3 


7.0 


Rural 


4.5 


16.8 


6.6 


15.8 


7.6 


10.0 


6.4 


1020-30 


Total 


1.0 


— 4.2 


— 12.8 


— 7.0 


— 8.0 


a 2 


lai 


UAan* 












2ai 


27.3 


Rural 












1.8 


4.4 



*Data from C7.S. Cennu of FoptHotion 1930 to I960. Vol. 1. ‘‘Number of Inhabttanto.'* 
^The urban Mpulation coniiita of persona livinf in inwporatra places of 2.500 or more, 
the remainder of the population being classifled as rural. 



siderably exceeded the state in rate of rural population loss both in 
the 1940’s and 1950’s. 

There was some shift from form toward nonform employment 
between 1930 and 1950. However, in 1950, in none of the five counties 
were less than 60 percent of the employed males engaged in farming.* 
This percentage ranged from 60.9 in Barren county to 81.7 in Met- 
calfe county; comparable percentages for Kentucky and the United 
States were 32.0 and 15.8. 

By 1960, the relative importance of farm employment had declined 
slightly, but still over half the employed males were engaged in farm- 
ing. During this 1950-60 period, the proportion for the state had fallen 
from 32.0 to 19.3 percent and the proportion for the United States 
from 15.8 to 10.5 percent. Thus, the relative importance of farm 
employment continued to be much greater in the five counties than 
in Kentucky as a whole and the United States. 

Among industry groups, agriculture was by far the largest employer 
of both males and females in 1950 and 1960 (Table 4). Retail trade, 
manufacturing, and construction (in order of number employed) were 

* Most of those employed in agriculture were self-employed. Throughout this 
bulletin "employed" should be interpreted to include self-empl(^ed as well as 
those employed by others. 



11 



19657 Low Incomu or Rvbal People 



TabI* 4.— Numbar Im»laya4 by IMiMify Gratipt, Plra SaatbXaMfal KaotEcky 

CmuMm, 19S0 aM 1940* 



Induitiy group 

Agriculture 

Mining 

Construction 

Manufacturing 

Transportation 

Utilities and sanitary services 

Wholesale trade 

Retail trade 

Finance, insurance and real estate 

Repair services 

Domestic services 

Other personal services 

Entertainment and recreation services 

Mescal and health services 

Educational services 

Others, professional services 

Public administration 

Other groups 

Industry not reported 



Numbwr Employd to ttw Fiv Comitks 
iOSO I960 



15,651 


9,989 


129 


358 


1,255 


1,429 


1,974 


2,681 


434 


364 


142 


213 


355 


585 


2,376 


3,106 


214 


310 


476 


380 


682 


820 


346 


373 


139 


123 


270 


3530 


547 


951 


146 


282 


448 


629 


106e 


346« 


596 


352 



• Source: l/iS# CeniiM of FopuitaHon, ISSO and 1860t 

• Forntry and Siheries, !h teleconunyinicationfc 62; budneM aervicM, 41# 

4 Forestry and Ibheries, 5; eommunicaUons, 131; business saivicss, 28; welfare, rdlgioui 
and nonproBt meiMersliip organixatioos, 182. 



! the only other industries to employ more than 1,000 people in the 

! five counties. Although agricultural employment declined approximately 

I one-third from 1950 to 1960 while that in the other industries in- 

; creased, agriculture still employed more than three times as many 

people as its nearest competitor, the retail trade. Manufiicturing 
employment made the largest proportionate gain in the 10-year period. 
This gain was almost entirely in number of women employed. 



AGRICULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS 
Land RtaourcM ond Utot 

Commercial forming predominates in the five-county area, but in 
some moderately rough areas it might be called commercial-subsistence 
forming, and in the roughest parts there remains only a scattering of 
subsistence forms. Figure 2 and its legend show the broad land use 
suitability of the area. Essentially Area la contains moderately strong 
commercial agriculture. Areas lb and 2a contain commercial-sub- 
sistence forming, while Area 2b has scattered subsistence forms except 
for strong commercial agriculture in the Cumberland River valley. 
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Pif. 2 .— Un 6 mm MitaWlily 9i Him fiva-cMiHy aim.* 

1. WMtafn Pcrniyrayal (UuMtlMt) 

** ***”*’ Mainly mMM* fnr paaliira and crapaliia. Sama aiaaa aaitaMa far 

PSaftlMRa 

?art!!i?*r^*!iy|!‘^Vit!{!!y ^ ^*** *"■•* •»••• iMtaWa far 

a. laalarn Pannyrayal (fanaitana, Mala, and Limaalana) 

i* Stfi'lL** M lfy». Mainly anttaWa ^ naatHra, wMaiana, aiM liniitaa aiaaMm. 

^ !?! jjI iI^oJ liapT* ****"’’' "MtaWa far waaMaiM. Cwnkarrana Mvar vStSf anitaMa 

'"Land Areas of Kemwky and Their Potential for Use.*’ Aapricukural and Industrial De- 
*®®?' a ®J *«"*ucky (with the wpw^ion of the^Soll Conservation Service, U.S. 
De^ulmnt^of Ajpicultm and the Agricultural Eiperiment Station, University of Kentucky) 



Totaling the five-county data from the “1954 Census of Agricul- ‘ 
ture“T shows 258,265 acres in cropland harvested, 277,182 acres of 
cropland used only for pasture, and 293,799 acres in woodland. Other 
pasture, 67,080 acres; cropland not harvested and not pastured, 49,188 



^ Data in the 19S4 Cttuut of Agrtcultun are the closest in time to the survey 
data of this study. 
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acres: and other land (house lots, roads, wasteland, etc.), 52,757 acres 
total 169,025. This reported land use by acres in the fivc^ounty area 
docs not suggest a very intensive agriculture. Either the land 
is not in its best use or is rather poor or both conditions piwail. The 
fact that less than half of “total cropland" was in ‘cropland harvwtcd 
raises questions as to whether more than half the totol cropland 
was misclassified, or underused, or whether no good alternative existed 
between intensive tobacco on small allotments plus some com com- 
pared with extensive (low-yield) hay and pasture. Area or county data, 
however, obscured large differences within the area. 



Form Sis# •iid Economic Cloaa 

In an area such as this, where harvested cropland is a minor and 
variable part of the land in farms, total acres is not a very good 
measure of farm size. It may be useful, however, for some compansons 
between areas and for studying a single area over a penod of years. 

In three of the five counties under study, farm size m acres jws 
below the state average; in the other two counties it was 
the state average; but the state average was less than one-halt of the 
average for the United States and 27 percent below the average for 
fi,. Rocf North Central States* (Table 5). The counties with the 



TaU« 5.— AvtMf* ««• *" '‘TV*^"?!?!^^*********^ Cwimlat; 

KantMcky aiiJ Uiilti4 1020-40* 



Ceniut 
Yei 

I 960 
1955 
1950 
1945 
1940 
1935 
1930 
1925 
1920 



Barren 


Cumber* 

land 


Hart 


Metcalfe 


Monroe 


Kentucky 


88.2 


126.3 


99.8 


93.8 


117.5 


112.8 


73.8 


108.0 


82.1 


79.9 


95.7 


93.2 


70.6 


102.5 


83.8 


78.5 


88.0 


89.0 


91.5 


97.6 


87.6 


96.1 


93.0 


82.7 


66.1 


84.0 


80.6 


71.9 


79.2 


80.2 


67.5 

68.2 


85.5 

85.5 


77.2 

74.6 


73.0 

74.3 


70.9 

77.9 


74.4 

80.8 


71.2 


101.2 


76.7 


79.1 


76.3 


77.0 


66.9 


101.3 


74.2 


78.0 


82.8 


79.9 



Eait 

NoHh 

Central 

IssT 

136.0 

126.6 
121.2 

113.0 
107.9 

114.7 
107.2 
108.5 



Untted 

Statea 

302.4 

242.2 

215.6 

194.8 

174.0 

154.8 

156.9 

145.1 

148.2 



• Source: 17.S. Ctimu of AgrtcuHuro, 1920 to 1980. 



higher proportions of very rough terrain tended to have the larger 

average size of farm. , 

The smallest average size of farms for the state appears m the 



• The East North Central States are the nearest area which is not gene^^ly 
considSd a low.ina,me area. Besides being larger in total aj^s. 

North Central farm would have a higher propotUon of cropland than the average 

Kentucky farm. 
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1935 census. Either 1935 or 19^ was also lowest for most of the five 
counties. Probably this resulted from the depression damming up 
population in this rural area, later years should show the effect of 
improved employment and of size*increasing form technology. There 
was a sharp increase of form size in all five counties in the 1945 census. 
This probably resulted from wartime removal of men by industry and 
military service. In 1950, form size in four of the five counties was 
below what it had been in 1945, and two counties had not quite 
recovered their 1945 farm size by 1960. 

From 1935 to 1954, average form size in three of the five counties 
increased at about the state rate, while in the two counties having 
rougher terrain (Cumberland and Monroe), the percentage increase 
was approximately twice as high. However, in this period, form size 
increased only 25 percent in Kentucky, compared with 56 percent in 
the United States and 27 percent in the East North Central States. 

Crop acres harvested probably is a somewhat better measure of form 
size in an area such as the one studied. In the five counties, 28.8 
percent of the forms had less than 10 acres of cropland harvested in 
1954.* These would include residential forms, subsistence forms, and 
tobacco croppers. Another 26.2 percent had only 10 to 19 acres of 
cropland harvested. This would include many of the tobacco and com 
croppers, as well as very small fomis of other kinds. Farms with 20 
to 49 acres made up 34.4 percent of the total and, for the most part, 
were small commercial forms. Thus, forms with less than 50 acres of 
cropland amounted to 89.4 percent of all forms. Unless intensively 
and well <q>erated, these were likely to be small forms with low in- 
comes. On the basis of crop acres harvested, the 8.8 percent with 50 
to 99 acres might have been ^'medium size’" commercial forms, and 
the 1.8 percent with 100 acres and over, medium to large by com- 
parison with midwest general farms. 

The census ''economic class” of forms provides a measure of size 
in total (gross) value of farm products sold. In the five-county area, 
9,633 farms were classed as ''commercial” and 2,205 as ''other forms.” 
Commercial farms were divided into classes on the basis of gross sales, 
with Class I largest and Class VI smallest. Class I forms ($25,000 or 
more sales) and Class II ($10,000-$24,999 sales) were on the large 
side. However, these two classes constituted only 1.5 percent of the 
commercial forms. Class III forms ($5-000-$9,999 sales) would be con- 
sidered no more than medium size in more prosperous agricultural 



• U.S. Bureau of the Genius, U.S. Ceniui of Agriculture, 1954, I, Ft. 10, 

pp. 02-60. 
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areas, and they were only 6.5 percent of the commercial farms. Class 
IV farms ($2,500-H999 sales) probably should be considered small 
and on low-income larder. It is in Class IV that one first finds any 
considerable proportion (30.3 percent) of the commercial farms of 
the five counties. Class V ($l,200-$2,499 sales) and Class VI ($250- 
$1,199 sales) farms would ^ definitely small and yield low^ incomes. 
These two classes included 61.7 percent of the commercial farms. 
Thus, by economic class, over 60 percent of the “commercial” farms 
were low-income farms and another 30 percent were on the border- 

line. 

The 2,205 “other farms” were nearly equally divided between part- 
time” and “residential” farms. Farm sales of the former ranged from 
$250 to $1,199 and of the latter were less than $250. Part-time farm 
families would by definition have considerable income from nonfarm 
sources^ residential form fomilies might or mi^t not have such supple- 
mentary income. Farm operations in both of these classes would be 
quite small. 

Types of Permiiif end Princlpol Products 

Of 11,838 forms in the five counties classified as to type in the 
“1954 Census of Agriculture,” 7,130 were classified as “other field 
crop.” In practically all cases, the crop making up 50 percent or more 
of form sales would be tobacco. “Miscellaneous and unclassified” in- 
cluded the second largest number, 2,246 forms. Probably most of these 
qualified through sale of forest products. “General farms” included 
948, “livestock other than dairy and poultr/* 772, and “dairy” 576. 
“Cash grain” included 90 forms and “poultry^' 76. 

“All aops sold,” which would be mostly tobacco, accounted for 
nearly two-thirds of all farm products sold. “All livestock and livwtock 
products sold** constituted a little over one-third of total sales. Slightly 
more than one-half of this was from “livestock and livestock products 
other than dairy and poultry,” slightly less than three^ights from 
“dairy products,** and approximately one-tenth from “poultry and 
poultry products.** 

One of the larger commercial forms of this area might include 
5 acres of tobacco, 15 acres of com, 80 acres of hay and pasture, 40 
acres of woodland, 10 general-purpose cows, and possibly a few hogs. 
This form might be operated entirely by an owner-operator, or there 
might be a cropper who operated at least the tobacco acreage. In the 
former case, this would be one census form and one form household 
in this study. In the latter situation it would be two census forms and 
two farm households in this study. 
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Ttnurt of Oporotort 

Full owners constituted a little over half of the operators in each 
of four counties and two-thirds of them in Monroe county. Probably 
most of the subsistence and small commercial forms are operator- 
owned in the areas of rougher terrain. In Barren and Hart counties, 
with fairly good land, nearly a third of the operators were tenants. In 
Cumberland and Monroe counties, with less good land, the proportion 
of tenancy fell to one-fourth and one-fifth. Croppers constituted over 
one-half of all tenants and crop-share tenants nearly another one-third. 
These, especially the croppers, were associated with the tobacco crop 
or with the tobacco and com crops and sometimes furnished other 
labor such as milking cows. Part owners, who might include more 
than a proportionate share of aggressive operators, constituted only 
about one-sixth of all operators. 

INCOMES AND LIVING LEVELS 
How Income It Dotormined 

The basic income data were obtained by personal interview with 
an adult household member, most usually the head of the household. 
Income questions covered four broad sources— form, form wage work, 
nonform work, and nonwork (rent, interest, pensions, etc.). It was 
first determined whether the place qualified as a form by the census 
definition.^® If it did, data on annual form income and expenses and 
current inventory were obtained. As for as possible, sales and purchases 
of capital items were eliminated from income and expenses. Estimated 
depreciation on livestock and equipment (but not on buildings be- 
cause these were not valued separately from land) was subtracted 
from net cash to arrive at net form income. 

Also, on places qualifying as forms (but not on other places), data 
were obtained on home-produced food and fuel, and an estimate of 
rental value of the house was added to obtain value of perquisites. 
Whether or not the place qualified as a form. All income of any 
member of the household, regardless of source, was covered in the 
interview. In the case of income from rent or nonform business, 
related expenses were obtained and subtracted. 

HoutahoM Incomes 

Net income received by all household members was combined to 
determine the household income. In the five-county sample nearly 

1® Places of three or more acres were counted as farms if their annual value 
of agricultural products was $150 or more. Places of less than three acres were 
counted as farms only if their annual value of sales of agricultural products was 
$150 or more. 
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one-third of the fomilies had incomes of $1,000 or less; approximately 
one-third, $1,00! to $2,000, and slightly over one-third, $2,001 or 
more (I'able 6). Subjectively, incomes of the middle group might be 
called low and the first group very low. 



Tabit Dhtribiifiaii af HoHtahaMt by Nat Ineama aa4 Caaaly, 
Sff HauMhaMt, Piva Saulk-Cantral Kaatueky Giuatiat, 1fS4 



County 

Barren 

Number 

Percent* 

Percent of 
income class*> 

Hart 

Number 

Percent 

Percent of 
income class 

Monroe 

Number 

Percent 

Percent of 
income class 

Ciunberland 

Number 

Percent 

Percent of 
income class 

Metcalfe 

Number 

Percent 

Percent of 
income class 

Totals 

Niunber 

Percent 

Percent of 
income class . 



Net Income Clm of Houiehold« 



Under 

$1,001 


$1,001- 

$2,000 


$2,001- 

$3,000 


$3,001- 

$4,000 


$4,001- 

$5,000 


Over 

$5,000 


Totals 


. 66 


68 


36 


20 


12 


14 


216 




31.4 


16.6 


0.2 


5.5 


6.0 


100.0 


. 34.0 


33.8 


36.4 


32.3 


57.1 


51.0 


36.0 


. 52 


38 


13 


11 


• ••• 


5 


110 


. 43.5 


31.8 


10.0 


0.2 


• ••• 


4.6 


100.0 


. 27.5 


18.0 


13.1 


17.7 


• •• • 


18.5 


10.8 


. 30 


40 


13 


7 


1 


1 


110 


. 35.4 


44.5 


11.8 


6.3 


0.0 


1.1 


100.0 


. 20.6 


24.4 


13.1 


11.3 


4.8 


3.7 


18.6 


. 20 


20 


22 


1 


1 


4 


68 


. 20.3 


20.3 


32.3 


1.4 


1.4 


6.3 


100.0 


. 10.6 


10.0 


22.2 


1.6 


4.8 


14.8 


11.3 


. 11 


26 


15 


23 


7 


3 


85 


. 12.0 


30.5 


17.6 


27.0 


8.2 


3.8 


100.0 


. 5.8 


12.0 


15.2 


37.1 


33.3 


11.1 


14.2 


180* 


201 


00 


62 


21 


27 


500* 


31.5 


33.6 


16.5 


10.4 


3.5 


4.5 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



■ "Percent" ii to be reed horizontally. 

•• "PCTcent of income clasi” is to be read vertically, 
c Includes one household with county unidentified. 



By individual counties, the proportion having incomes of $1,000 or 
less ranged from 12.9 percent in Metcalfe county to 43.5 percent in 
Hart; the other three counties were fairly close together at around 
30 percent. The county percentages in this income range are not 
readily explainable; Metcalfe county, one of the poorer counties in 
respect to quality of farm land, had the lowest percentage and Hart 
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county, one of the better counties, had the highest percentage, while 
the three counties with similar percentages were unlike in their land 
resources. On the better land probably a considerable part of the 
farmers in this lowest income group were croppers, while in the poorer 
land areas they were subsistence or subsistence-commercial owners or 
renters. Four of the five counties were close together, having about 
30 percent of their households in the $1,001 to $2,000 income range. 
Monroe county’s higher percentage in that income range reflected the 
higher proportion of subsistence commercial farming there. 

Since housing and some food and fuel are usually obtained from 
the fiirm and the costs of these are not separated from other farm 
costs, a more complete accounting may be had if these perquisites are 
added to fiirm income. When the value of perquisites was included, 
the proportion of households with incomes of $1,000 or less fell from 
31.5 to 20.5 percent; the proportion in the $1,001 to $2,000 range 
changed only slightly, from 33.6 to 30.7 percent; and the proportion 
of all families with incomes of $2,000 or less changed from a little 
less than two-thirds to a little more than one-half. The inclusion of 
perquisites in the incomes of farm families did not greatly alter the 
broad picture of a considerable proportion of households with low 
incomes, but the shift in the proportions of the farm families in the 
income ranges indicates that at very low income levels perquisites can 
be a significant part of income. 

Income Sources 

In this study some of the indicators of income derivation were: 
(1) major activity of the head of household; (2) farming, farm wage 
work, nonfarm work, and nonwork as classifications of income sources; 
and (3) economic classes of farms in the census usage of these terms. 

MAJOR EMPLOYMENT ACTIVITY OP HEAD OP HOUSEHOLD 

By far the largest number of household heads, 64.8 percent of the 
total, gave ’’fiirm operator” as their major work activity. The next 
largest group, but only 15.6 percent, ^ve “nonfarm worker.” Third 
was “retired” with 9.1 percent. Other major activity groups in order 
of size were: ’liousekeeper” 4.2 percent, “self-employed” 3.2, “farm 
wage worker” 1.8, “looking for work” 0.5, “disabled” 0.5, and “military 
service” 0.3 percent. 

Those employed included over 85 percent of all heads of house- 
holds. (Approximately two-thirds of the remainder were retired, and 
nearly one-third housekeepers.) Farm operators amounted to more 
than 75 percent of the employed heads of households. Thus, farm 
operation was the major activity of nearly two-thirds of all heads and 
slightly over three-fourths of the heads who were employed. 
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FARM AND NONFARM CUSSES 

Another approach to income sources is the census-type classifi- 
cation of places as farm versus nonfarm, and of farms according to 
economic classes. “All farms” amounted to 71.6 percent of the house- 
holds. Subtracting 2.7 percent as “residential farms” and 9.2 percent 
as “part-time farms” left 59.7 percent of all households as “com- 
mercial farms.” This is a little under the 64.8 percent of heads who 
gave their major activity as “farm operator.” If we assume farming 
to be the major activity on half of the part-time farms and if we add 
them to the commercial farms, we have 64.3 percent of all house- 
holds classified as farms. This is extremely close to the 64.8 percent 
of household heads giving farm operator as their major activity. 

MAJOR ACTIVITY OF HEAD AND FRINCIFAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME SOURCE 

The major activity of the household head provided a simple in- 
dicator of economic endeavor (or lack of it) and the probable main 
source of household income. However, the household head may have 
had other income sources and so may other members of the household. 
A means of adding information on this consideration was to examine 
the principal household income sources by major activity of heads. 
In other words, a household head said that he was a farmer, but what 
was the principal income source of this household? The four income 
source groups used were farming, nonfarm work, farm-wage work, and 
nonwork. The first three are self-explanatory; the fourth includes such 
diverse items as rent, interest, retirement income, and public assistance 
benefits. Incomes of all members of the household were grouped under 
these four sources, and the one having the largest amount was con- 
sidered the principal income source. It did not have to be, but it 
usually was more than half of the total household income. 

To what extent did principal household income source agree with 
major activity of the head? In general, a comparison of principal house- 
hold income source with major activity of the head showed that for the 
numerically important major activity groups, including farm operators, 
nonfarm workers, self-employed, housekeepers and the retired, the 
major activity of the head indicated reasonably well the principal 
broad income source of the household. Among farm operators, 78.7 
percent had farm income as the principal income source of their 
households; nonwork, most probably farm rent, was the principal source 
for 12.8 percent, and nonfarm work for only 8 percent. Among non- 
farm workers, 95.7 percent of the households had nonfarm work as 
their principal income source, while 89.4 percent of the households of 
self-employed heads also had nonfarm work as their principal income 
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source. Households of housekeepers and the retired were mostly (84.8 
and 94.5 percent, respectively) in the nonwork income source group. 

MAJOR ACTIVITY OF HEAD AND AMOUNT OF 
INCOME FROM FOUR PRINCIPAL SOURCES 

Consideration of the major activity of the head and the total 
amount of income to households from each of the four principal 
sources revealed that this relationship in general agreed with the 
foregoing data. Farm operators as a group received 70 percent of all 
their income from forming, with nonwork (mostly farm rent) second, 
and nonform employment third. Nonform workers and the self-em- 
ployed received approximately 70 percent of all their income from 
nonform employment. Nearly 90 percent of the income of the retired 
and nearly 70 percent of the income of housekeepers came from non- 
work sources. 

Thus, major activity of the head of household seemed to be a 
reasonably good indicator of the principal income source of individual 
household and, also, of total income to major activity groups. Unlike 
some areas, farm operators here are likely to be principally farm 
operators, and farming is the major source of income to farm operators 
as a group. Similar statements would apply to the other major activity 
groups. 

Levels of Living 

Net incomes, both before and after adding perquisites, have been 
shown for the rural households in the study area. The significance of 
these incomes may be further developed by consideration of such things 
as fomily size and age, consumer goods used, and school attendance in 
relation to income levels. 

FAMILY SIZE AND INCOME 

The most frequent fomily size (30.7 percent of the sample) was 
two persons. These, of course, included most of the youngest and the 
oldest fomilies. Following in decreasing frequency were: fomily size 
of three, 21.6 percent; fomily size of four, 16.8 percent; fomily size of 
five, 12.8 percent; and fomily size of six, 6.7 percent. Families of 
seven, eight, and nine or more as well as single-member households 
were each under 5 percent. 

If one considers the proportion of each fomily size in the lower 
income classes, the percentage having incomes of $1,000 or less 
decreased from 52 percent for the single-person households to 10 
percent for the eight-member households, and none for the nine and 
over. Nearly the reverse is true for the $1,001 to $2,000 range; here 
the percentage increased from 24 percent for the single persons to 40 
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foi the eight-membei households. At the middle of the $0 to 
ranee ($500) foi households, per capita incomes ranged from $>™ 
dnglp persons to $62.50 for eight-member households. At the middle 
of the $1,001 to $2,000 range ($1,500), the per capital figures wre 
from $1,500 for single persons to $187.50 for households of eight. 
The extreme lowness of such per capita incomes is evidenced when 
compared with average per capita incomes of the entire ^n^y; 
for the same year per capita income in Kentucky was $1,324 an m 

the United States $1,940. ^ ^ 

The modal income classes (classes into which the largest number 

of households fell) and corresponding per capita incomes at midrange 
are shown in Table 7. 

TabI* 7.— Modal Incomo Class and Par Capita Incomo at tho 

" bC Si<a of Housohold, FIvo South^ontral Kontucky Countios, 1956 




2 1 . 001 - 

3 1.001 - 

4 1,001 - 

5 ZZ!.'.'. 2,001 - 

6 1 . 001 - 

t 1,001 - 

8 ;;;;z.....z 1.001- 

9+ 2,001- 



2,000 

2,000 

2.000 

3.000 

2.000 
2,000 

2.000 

3.000 



750 

500 

375 

500 

250 

214 

188 

278 



The earlier observation that the smaller-size families had the higher 
proportions in the lowest income range might lead to the hasty in- 
clusion that incomes were somewhat in relation to needs. But, when 
household income is divided by number of persons in the household, 
it is evident that the larger families did not fare so well. 

In the $0 to $1,000 range, 60 households (a full 10 perint of the 
sample) were in the three- to eight-member sizes. These households 
had one to six children. At the range maximum of 
holds would have per capita incomes of $333 to $125, and at the $500 

midrange only $167 to $63. 



FAMILY STAGE AND INCOME 

An attempt was made to determine the age or stage of develoi^ 
ment of families as units (Table 8). Designated as “%ung Families 
were those with wives under 45 years and childless. Young Families 
A”; and those with children at home all under 18 years, ^oung 
Families B.” “Mature Families” were those with children at horne 
both under and over 18 years, “Mature Families A”; and those with 
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Tabto HaiiMhoM Ineamt (Ineliidiiif P«n|iiisitas) By Family Stafts, S9B 
HouMhoMs in Fiva Seulli-Caniral Kanlueky Counliat, 19SB 



Family Stage 



Percent in Income Range Income 

90-11.000 91.001-92,000 Clast 



Total 

Percent 

of 

Sample 



Young Family A 47.5 22.5 $ 0 - $1,000 6.7 

Young Family B1 16.2 31.6 1,001 - 2,000 42.3 

Young Family B2 0.0 16.6 2,001 - 3,000 1.0 

Mature Family A1 5.8 25.3 2,001 - 3,000 8.5 

Mature Family A2 0.0 33.3 1,001 - 4,000* 0.5 

Mature Family B1 22.6 20.4 2,001 - 3,000 7.4 

Mature Family B2 36.2 36.2 0 - 2,000* 1.8 

Adult Family A 18.4 34.7 1,001 - 2,000 22.7 

Adult Family B 36.9 25.1 0- 1,000 ^ 



* Equal (but small) numbers in more than one range. 



children at home all of them 18 years or over, “Mature Families B.” 
“Adult Families” included couples with wives 45 years or over and no 
children at home, “Adult Families A”; and head without spouse and 
with no children at home, “Adult Families B.” Young Families B 
and Mature Families A and B were each divided into “1” and “2” 
subgroups, the “2” subgroups having only one parent in the house- 
hold. These, however, were a very small part of the sample. 

Young Families Bl, couples with all children under 18 years, were 
the largest group. Adult Families A, couples with wives over 45 years 
and no children at home, were the next largest. These two groups, 
comprising 65 percent of the total, were not greatly different as to 
income. The younger group had slightly less than half and the older 
group slightly more than half of its families in the $2,000 or less 
income classes. For each group the largest number in any $1,000 
frequency range was in the $1,001 to $2,000 range. 

The next most numerous family-stage groups were (1) households 
without spouse or children at home, presumeably mostly widows or 
widowers with children gone, and (2) couples with wives under 45 
and without children, presumeably mostly the youngest couples. These 
youngest households had the highest proportion (47.5 percent) with 
incomes not over $1,000. The older, partial households had 36.9 per- 
cent in the same income group. The highest frequency for each group 
was in the $1,000 or less range. 

In the case of the small-size older families it may be argued that 
their needs are relatively small. It is known, however, that medical 
needs increase in the older-age families, and incomes of $0 to $1,000 
or even $1,001 to $2,000 would not cover ordinary living costs plus 
any major medical treatment. In the case of the younger couples with- 
out children, the probabilities of large, unplanned expenses are not 
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SO great; but these couples will very likely soon enter the next family 
stage — the young family with children under 18 years. And there, 47.8 
percent had incomes under $2,000 or, at the $1,000 midrange, per 
capita incomes of $250 for families with two children. 

In brief, classification of households by family type tends to worsen 
rather than improve the appearance of the income situation. 

HOUSEHOLD CONVENIENCES AND INCOME 

The presence or absence of major household conveniences gives 
some indication of the level of living which these incomes support. 
The income classes used in this portion of the report are based on net 
household incomes before addition of perquisites. 

Over 90 percent of the households had electricity in the home. 
Indications were, however, that use of electricity often did not extend 
to the barn and other farm uses. Nearly 89 percent had mechanical 
refrigerators, and approximately 85 percent had power washing ma- 
chines. The proportion varied from less than 80 percent among house- 
holds in the $0 to $500 income class to over 96 percent of those with 
incomes of over $5,000. 

The majority of all households in the sample lacked the more 
expensive conveniences of running water, a bathroom, and central 
heating. Approximate proportions having these items were: cold run- 
ning water, 27 percent; hot running water, 19 percent; bathroom, 15 
percent; and central heating, 8 percent. Availability of none of these 
increased sharply or reached as much as 40 percent before the $4,001 
to $5,000 income class. Thus, one may state that these conveniences 
did not begin to become generally available in this area until incomes 
exceeded $4,000. But households with incomes above $4,000 made up 
only 7.9 percent of the sample. 

INCOME AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Education of youths may significantly indicate both level of living 
and the preparation of those about to enter the labor force. School 
attendance of 14- to 17-year-olds should give an approximation of the 
extent of high school attendance. The proportion of them in school 
does, however, overestimate high school graduation for two reasons; 
(1) not all of those in high school graduate, and (2) in this area a 
significant number of the 14- to 17-year-olds in school may be in ele- 
mentary school. 

Of 594 households, 127 contained persons 14 to 17 years old 
(Table 9). Of these 127 households, 67.7 percent reported all of their 
14- to 17-year-olds in school, 11.0 percent reported some of them in 
school, and 21.3 percent reported none of them in school. By income 
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Tabhi f.— AtN aOwM •§ 14- H* 17-YMt-Olfc *2*"**-2j*** 

in Five SMlli-C«iiltal KMHocliy CmhUw* IfSO 



School Attendtijw 
of Pnioni 14-17 
Ycmi Old 



V M ln«vno CUu of Houitb old. IndudloB PcrquUUci 
' $0- fltOOl- $2,001- 

11,000 t2.000 13,000 14.000 



tiding Pcf 

«400i- 

15,000 



OVCT 

15,000 



Total! 



Houieholds with 
all 14- to 17-year-oldi 
in ichool 



Number of 
households 


4 


26 


Percent of 

income clam 


44.5 


66.7 


Households with 
gome 14- to 17-year- 
olds in school 
Number of 
households 


2 


3 


Percent of 

income class 


22.2 


7.7 


Households with 
none of 14 to 17-year- 
<dds in school 
Number of 
households 


. 3 


10 


Percent of 

income class 


. 33.3 


25.6 


Totals 
Number of 
households 


. 0 


30 


Percent of 
income class 


„100.0 


100.0 



22 


10 


7 


8 


86 


50.5 


82.6 


70.0 


88.0 


67.7 


5 


2 


a 


0 


14 


13.5 


8.7 


20.0 


0.0 


11.0 


10 


2 


1 


1 


27 


27.0 


8.7 


10.0 


11.1 


21.3 


37 


23 


10 


0 


127 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



classes'' nearly nine-tenths of the over $5,000 households had all of 
their 14- to 17-year-olds in school as compared with less than one- 
half of the $0 to $1,000 households. Only approximately one-tenth 
of the over $5,000 households had none of their 14- to 17-year-olds in 
school as compared with one-third for the $0 to $1,000 households. 
The sharp change in school attendance of 14- to 17-year-olds came 
between the $2,001 to $3,000 and the $3,001 to $4,000 income classes; 
households with all 14- to 17-year-olds increased from 59.5 to 82.6 
percent at that income level. 

The difference between income classes as to percentage of youths 
completing high school is probably greater than that of the 1^ to 17- 
year-olds in school. Not all 14- to 17-year-olds in school will finish 
high school, and the same reasons that make for lower attendance 
may make for a higher rate of dropout among the lower income groups. 
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It is expected that at least one-half of the ^4- to 17-year-olds in the $0 
to $1,000 households and over one-third of those in the $1,001 to 
$3,000 range will not finish high school. These $0 to $3,000 house- 
holds included two-thirds of the 14- to 17*year-olds of the sample. It 
is evident that a considerable part of the youths of this area would not 
be attaining a level of education generally considered a minimum by 
employers as well as by educators in the country at large. 



PERSONAL AND HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 
RELATED TO INCOME 

Tilt Incemt Rtclpltnlt 

By definition, the principal income earner was the head of the 
household. When enumerated incomes of household members were 
analyzed, the person indicated as head of the household was actually 
the principal income recipient in 94.6 percent of the households. 

In 73.6 percent of the households only one person reported income. 
In 22.2 percent two persons reported incomes. In 11.9 percent of the 
households the head's spouse was a secondary income recipient. In 
4.9 percent of the households a son and in 2.0 percent a daughter (in 
both instances unmarried) were secondary recipients. In 4.2 percent 
of the households the head's spouse worked 200 or more days, and 
in 2.4 percent 100 to 199 days. Although 12 percent of the spouses 
were secondary income recipients, only 6.6 percent worked 100 days 
or more. This tends to reinforce the impression that the amount of 
income of secondary recipients was frequently small relative to the 
income of the head of the household. 

Color of Hood of Houtohold 

In general, the income distribution of the nonwhite households 
was not greatly different from that of the white, but there was more 
of a concentration in the center, with 28.5 percent in the $1,501 to 
$2,000 range and none in the income classes below $501 or above 
$4,000. Beeause of the very small proportion of nonwhite households, 
they will not be separated out in further consideration of the sample. 

Sax of Hood of Houtohold 

Of 596 sample households, 42, or 7 percent, had female heads. 
This usually meant there was no employable male in the household. 
The low income position of a considerable part of such households 
shows up clearly in the 40.4 percent of them in the $1,000 and under 
range as compared with only 18.7 percent of the households with 



26 



Bulletin No. 697 



[April, 



male heads. This emphasizes a type of situation partly explaining some 
very low ineomes, that is, households without a male head, some in 
whieh the head was preoeeupied with homemaking responsibilities, 
and those in an area of limited employment opportunities for women. 
These, however, did not eonstitute a very large part of the low-ineome 
households— approximately 20 pereent of the $500 or less group, 10 
pereent of the $501 to $1,000 group and 5 pereent of the $1,001 to 
$1,500 and $1,501 to $2,000 groups, amounting to 8.9 pereent of all 
households with ineomes of $2,000 or less. 

Age of Heod of Household 

Based on these age elasses— under 35 years, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64, and 
65 years and over— there were five age groups with approximately equal 
numbers of household heads in them. The three middle age groups 
eaeh eovered 10 years, while the youngest and oldest were ''open ended,’’ 
that is, from 34 years down and from 65 years up. These two end 
groups were the only ones in whieh the proportions with ineomes of 
$1,000 or less exeecded the groups’ proportions of the total sample. 
Households with heads 65 and over eonstituted 19.8 pereent of the 
sample, but they were 23.9, 25.4 and 22.5 pereent of the lowest three 
ineome groups (with $500 ranges from $0 to $1,500). Households 
with heads under 35 were 19.0 pereent of the sample, but they made 
up 34.8 pereent of the $500 or less ineome elass and 22.7 pereent of 
the $501 to $1,000 ineome elass. It might be expeeted that households 
with heads 65 and older would have somewhat more than proportion- 
ate numbers in the lower ineome elasses. It is surprising, however, that 
households with heads under 35 years of age should have nearly double 
their proportionate numbers in the $500 or less ineome elass. This 
may indieate that jobs or oeeupations— even with the low pay of the 
area— are not easily attained by those entering the labor foree. 

Some eomparisons were made between ineome distribution by age 
groups in the sample (Table 10) and for the United States (Table 11). 
The highest frequeney for all age groups in the United States was 
$5,000 and over, while for the study area only one age group had its 
highest frequeney above $2,001 to $3,000. Seeond, relative to other 
age groups, the 65 and over age group was somewhat less disadvan- 
taged in the study area than in the United States. The differenee in 
relative positions of age groups in the study area as eompared with 
eomparable U.S. groups may be largely due to the predominantly agri- 
cultural character of the families involved. In an agricultural area 
older men tend to maintain their incomes both through continued 
work and through returns to accumulated capital. Younger men tend 
to lack farming capital and also find nonfarm jobs scarce. 
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TaUs 10.— Dhtribiitian af HaiitahaMs by Nat Incama (InclH^iiit Pai^aSitfaa) aiM 
by Ata af Haa6, S90 HautahaMs, Piva Sauth-Cantval Kantiicky Cavntlas, 19S0 









Ase of Head (yean) 




68 and 


Income Class 


Total 


Under 25 


28-34 


38-44 


48-84 


88-64 


over 


Under $501 


7.9 


17.2 


13.0 


(penent) 

4.2 


5.2 


6.1 


10.1 


$501-$1,000 


12.0 


17.2 


14.2 


8.5 


11.9 


11.4 


10.1 


$1,001-$1,500 


16.4 


17.2 


14.2 


17.0 


11.9 


20.1 


18.6 


$l,501-$2,000 


14.3 


6.8 


17.8 


15.3 


14.9 


14.0 


11.8 


$2,001-$3,000 


24.5 


27.5 


17.8 


17.0 


28.3 


33.3 


22.8 


$3,001-$4,000 


13.1 


6.8 


15.4 


19.6 


12.6 


7.8 


11.8 


$4,001-$5,000 


5.5 


7.3 


2.3 


5.9 


8.2 


3.5 


5.9 


Over $5,000 


5.7 


0.0 


5.3 


12.5 


7.0 


3.8 


2.9 


Percent of all 
households 


100.0 


4.9 


14.1 


19.6 


22.5 


19.1 


19.8 



Tabla 11.— Distributian af Pamilias by Tatal Manay Incama and by Aga af Haad, 

Unitad Statas, 19S0 



Ace of Head (yew) 95 and 

Income CTaw Tote! 14-24 25-34 35-44 45-5 4 55-84 over 

(percent) 

Under $500 3.2 3.8 2.0 2.3 2.9 3.9 5.7 

$500>$999 3.3 2.0 1.8 1.8 2.8 3.8 9.4 

$1,000-$!, 499 4.4 4.5 1.8 2.2 3.5 5.2 13.8 

$1,500-$1,999 4.5 0.0 3.1 2.3 4.0 4.8 10.8 

$2,000-$2,999 10.2 15.9 8.8 8.1 8.2 10.9 10.0 

$3,000-$3,999 12.5 21.3 14.2 11.1 10.1 13.1 11.0 

$4,000-$4,999 14.9 10.8 18.9 10.4 13.2 13.4 8.3 



$5,000 and over 47.0 29.0 48.7 58.5 55.3 45.0 23.8 

Source: Current Population Reportt— Consumer Income, Seriei P-60, No. 27, April IS 
1958. Bureau of Genius, U.S. Department of Commerce. 



Although there may have been a somewhat larger proportion of 
heads of households in the upper ages in the study area, it cannot be 
said that the low-income problem of the area was a problem peculiar 
to the aged. First, households with heads 65 years of age and over 
constituted only about one-fourth of those with incomes of $1,000 or 
less and about one-fifth of those with incomes of $1,001 to $2,000. 
Second, the households with heads under 35 years had a higher pro- 
portion of their numbers in the lowest income class than did those 
with heads 65 and over. Third, all age groups had a significant pro- 
portion of their numbers with incomes below $1,000. 

Educotion of Head of Household 

The level of education of heads of households in the study area was 
extremely low (Table 12). Nearly one-third (32.1 percent) of the 
heads of households indicated completion of fourth grade or less. 
Another 27.2 percent indicated completion of fifth to seventh grades. 



agaasmMs6sam 



msmm 






rnmm 



28 



BmxmN No. 007 



[AprU, 



Tabto 12.— DlttribMll«ii tff N«iimIi«Mi by Nat iRcama (IncMinf Par«Misilaa) an0 
by Gra0a aff Scbaal ^mplalarf by Naa4« Sf 0 NanaabaMt* Piva Saath-Caatral 

Kaalacky Caaatiaa* 1fS0 









Elementary School 


Hilh School 


Golleie 




IncomtCkts 


Total 


Nona 


1-4 

Years 


5-7 

Years 


8 

Years 


1-3 

Years 


4 

Years 


1-3 

Years 


4or 

More Not 
Years Reported 


Under 8501 


7.0 


1&3 


6.6 


7.4 


(percent) 
8.7 0.4 


16.2 


22:2 


33.3 


• ••• 


1 501-81.000 


12.6 


16.3 


14.1 


10.6 


3.1 


2.7 


• ••• 


8o!o 


81,001-81.500 


16.4 


15.3 


23.0 


18.8 


12.5 


18.6 


• ••• 


• ••• 


• ••• 


81 501-82000 


14.3 


26.0 


16.3 


12.3 


15.6 


6.2 


St4 


11.1 


• ••• 


50.0 


82,001-83.000 


24.5 


34.6 


21.8 


23.4 


27.8 


31.2 


18.0 


22.2 


33:3 


ittt 


83.001-84.000 


13.1 


7.0 


8.4 


16.0 


11.8 


18.7 


18.0 


33.3 


• ••• 


84,001-85.000 


8.8 


f ••• 


4.8 


4.0 


7.8 


6.2 


Ss4 


11.2 


33.3 


• ••• 


Over 85,000. 


5.7 


• ••• 


2.8 


3.4 


8.8 


0.7 


82.8 


• fit 


• 00 • 


Percent of all 
households 


100.0 


4.4 


27.7 


17.2 


26.8 


8.4 


6.2 


1.8 


0.8 


0.3 



Nearly 27 percent of the heads completed the eighth grade, but no 
more. Only 8.2 percent had completed high school or had some post 
high school education. Thus, less than one-tenth of the heads had 
what many urban employers re^rd as a minimum education. 

There was no clear relationship between education of head and 
household income in the study area. From **no grade completed*’ 
throu gh eighth grade there is no noticeable income difference. Those 
who attended high school seem to be a little better off. College attend* 
ance was too slight to form a clear pattern. 

In contrast with the study area, the United States as a whole 
shows a consistently strong relationship between education of the head 
and family income (Table 13). It is noteworthy, too, that for the 
United States a considerable proportion of those with very low edu* 
cations were in the relatively low-income classes. 

Data presented above largely explain the insufficient outmigration 
from the study area. The evidence has three elements: (1) the very 
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Elementary School 


Hilh School 




Golleie 




Income Clus 


Total 


Less than 
8 Years 


8 

Years 


1-3 

Years 


4 

Years 


1-3 

Years 


4 

Years 


5 Years 
or More 


Under $500 


... 3.2 


6.2 


3.6 


(parceiit) 
2.4 2.3 


1.2 


0.8 


0.2 


$ 500-$ 999 


... 3.3 


8.4 


3.3 


2.3 


1.0 


0.8 


0.6 


0.4 


$1,000-$1,499 


... 4.4 


9.4 


5.6 


3.0 


1.7 


2.5 


1.0 


0.6 


$1,500-$1,999 


... 4.5 


9.2 


5.3 


3.4 


2.4 


1.8 


0.9 


0.7 


$2,000-$2,999 


... 10.2 


16.0 


13.0 


8.1 


6.3 


6.4 


3.1 


3.8 


$3,000-$3,999 


... 12.5 


14.1 


15.2 


12.4 


11.4 


7.8 


6.4 


5.0 


$4,000-$4,999 


... 14.9 


11.5 


15.1 


16.5 


17.0 


15.7 


10.4 


8.4 


$5,000-and over ... 


... 47.0 


25.0 


38.8 


55.2 


57.7 


63.8 


76.8 


81.0 



Source: Currene Population PeporU—Contumer Income, Series P-60. No. 27, April 18. 
1958. Bureau of Census. U.S. Department of Commerce. 
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low level of education among household heads in the area; (2) the 
apparent absence of a relationship between education and income 
levels in the study area; and (3) the strong relationship between 
education and income levels in the United States, including the rela- 
tively low income position of a large part of those with eight years or 
less of school. 

In summary, 59.3 percent of the heads of households in the study 
area had not completed eighth grade, and 86.1 percent had not gone 
b^ond eighth grade. In the United States, of those with l^s than 
eighth grade education, approximately one-third had family incomes 
of less than $2,000, approximately one-half had incomes of less than 
$3,000 and nearly two-thirds had incomes of less than $4,000. In the 
study area somewhat similar proportions of those with 5-7 years of 
schooling hill into income classes one notch below those just men- 
tioned for the United States. When some allowance is inade for mov- 
ing costs, uncertainties, and higher living costs outside, it is not clear 
that families whose heads hand an eighth grade education or less would 
have been better off outside the study area in 1956. 

Why education has remained so low in the study area probably is 
a complex of traditional attitudes and a lack of financial resources, llie 
apparent fact that education has little effect on inconics within the 
area may have a considerable part in explaining why available resources 
for education are not used to the fullest. It is only as people of the 
area consider the relation of education to income in the national 
economy that the income value of education becomes important. In 
short, a large part of the heads of households in the area had too little 
education for a high probability of success outside, while within their 
area the income value of education had not been enough to bring 
about a sufficient rise in the educational level. 

EMPLOYMENT AND INCOME— SOME BROADER ASPECTS 

The analysis of census data demonstrated that the five-county 
study area was a low-income area. The survey data indicated that a 
considerable part of the rural households had very low incomes and 
levels of living. The analysis of population characteristics failed to 
explain income differences among the families in the study, but it 
indicated that poor education may be an important obstacle to move- 
ment out of the area. 

In the following sections an explanation of income differences 
within the study area and between it and the outside is sought through 
examining the relation of occupations and employment to income. 
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Incomes of Form ond Nonform Households 

Aie low incomes an agricultural phenomenon oi aie they common 
to the economy of the area? The survey data are limited to rural 
households, but comparisons can be made between farm and non- 
farm households of the rural areas. Of the major groups of employed 
heads of households, 64.5 percent were farm operators; 15.7 percent, 
nonfarm workers; and 3.2 percent, self-employed. Of these, over two- 
thirds of the farm operator households had incomes of $2,000 or less, 
while over half of the nonfarm worker households and nearly three- 
fourths of the self-employed were in the same category. The distribu- 
tion of farm and nonferm workers by $1,000 income classes was quite 
noticeably different: Farm operators were most numerous in the $1,000 
to $2,000 class; nonfarm workers were most numerous in the ‘‘under 
$1,000*’ class, but their numbers held up better into the $2,001 to 
$3,000 class than did farm operator numbers. When $500 intervals 
were used to the $2,000 income level and $1,000 intervals from $2,001 
upward, the distribution of farm operators peaked at $1,001 to $1,500 
while the nonfarm workers had their highest peak at $0 to $500 and 
another peak at $2,001 to $3,000. It is difficult to say whether nonfarm 
workers as a group were better off than farm operators when the 
former had a smaller proportion at $2,000 or less, but a larger proportion 
at $1,000 or less. The self-employed were worse off than the farm 
operators. The retired (9.3 percent of households) and housekeepers (4.2 
percent of households) were the remaining major activity groups with 
appreciable numbers. These can hardly be called occupations. House- 
holds with housekeeper heads had 72.2 percent with incomes of $2,000 
or less and 32.0 percent with incomes of less than $500. Households 
with retired heads had 55.5 percent with incomes less than $2,000, but 
here again there was a tendency toward dual peaks, with 19.6 percent 
in the $501 to $1,000 class and 17.8 percent in the $3,001 to $4,000 
class. Probably, the latter group had accumulated considerable form 
real estate before retirement. 

The incomes considered above did not include perquisites. When 
perquisites were included on places which met the census definition 
of a farm, the income position of households headed by farm operators 
improved appreciably relative to other households. With perquisites 
included, farm operator households decreased from 68.6 percent to 
48.0 percent with incomes of $2,000 or less. Households headed by 
nonfarm workers decreased slightly from 58.4 percent to 54.7 percent. 
Self-employed household heads remained at 73.4 percent with $2,000 
or less. 

For the United States as a whole in 1956, rural nonfarm families 
had median incomes nearly twice as high as rural farm families 
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(Table 14). Rural farm families of the United States had 43.1 percent 
of their number with incomes under $2,000, as compared with 68.6 
percent in the study area. Rural nonfarm families of the United States 



TabI* 14.— Distribution off Farm and Rural Nonffarm Families by Incomo in 19S4# 
Fivo South'Contral Kontucky Counties and United States 



Five Counties* United States^ 

Farm Nonfarm Self* Rural 

Income Glais Operators V’orkers employed Farm Nonfarm 



(percent) 

Under $500 9.7 20.2 21.0 11>8 3.1 

$ 500-$ 999 19.6 15.9 21.0 10.5 3.4 

$1,000-$1,499 20.7 11.7 15.7 11.2 4.5 

$1,500-$1,999 18.6 10.6 15.7 9.6 4.6 

Total $2,000 or less (68.6) (58.4) (73.4) (43.1) (15.6) 

$2,000-$2,999 14.7 20.2 10.5 16.9 10.7 

$3,000-$3,999 9.0 10.6 5.2 12.9 14.0 

$4,000-$4,999 2.3 5.3 .... 9.4 14.5 

$5,000 and over 5.4 5.5 10.9 17.8 45.2 

Median income $1,500 $1,603 $1,255 $2,371 $4,619 



Sample data from Barren, Cumberland, Hart, Metcalfe, and Monroe counties, Kentucky. 
^Current Population Reports— Consumer Income, Series P-60, No. 27, April 18, 1958. 
Bureau of Census, U.S. Department of Commerce. 



had only 15.6 percent of their number with incomes under $2,000, as 
compared with 58.4 percent of the nonfarm workers and hi^er per- 
centages for some other nonfarm groups in the study area. That is, 
farm families in the survey study were not quite so well off as in the 
United States as a whole, while nonfarm femilies in the study area 
were a great deal worse off than in the United States as a whole. 

The approximate equality of incomes between farm and nonfarm 
workers within the study area infers that labor has moved rather 
freely between farm and nonfarm employment there. Likewise, the 
strong divergence between incomes of the study area and nonfarm in- 
comes of the United States infers that labor has not moved freely 
from the study area to outside nonfarm jobs. In economic terms there 
is approximate equilibrium in the use of labor within the study area, 
but a state of strong disequilibrium exists between employment in 
the study area and nonfarm employment in the United States as a 
whole. 

Income by Industries end Jobs 

Were particular industries responsible for the poor showing of 
nonfarm employment in the study area? If one considers the proportion 
of workers with incomes of $2,0(X) or lower by industry groups, this 
does not appear to be true (Table 15). Male heads of households 
whose principal income source was nonfarm work were classified by 
industry groups. The four nonfarm industry groups containing more 
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TaU« IS.— Ditfributfoii of 4S2 Mala HaaSa of HeinahoMi by Nat Incema 
(Includini Parquisllaa) and by Industry, Fiva Sauth-Cantral 
Kantucky Cauntias, 19SS* 



Lumber* 
ing and 



Income Claw 



Agricnl* Construe- Manufao- and Other 



Trade. 
Transpor- Buiinew 
fatten and 



ture 



tten 



turing Utflttiea 



Ser^ces 



Profes- Public 
•ional Adminis- 
Services tration 



Under $501 ... 
$501-$1,000 ... 
$1,001-$1,500 
$l,501-$2,000 
Total $2,000 

or less 

$2,001-$3,000 
$3,001-$4,000 
$4,001-$5,000 
Over $5,000 ... 

Total number 



. i.e 
.. 8.2 
. 22.0 
. 20.1 

..(52.2) 
.. 28.0 
. 11.1 
.. 4.1 
. 3.8 

.318.0 



20.5 

20.5 

11.7 
5.8 

(58.5) 

14.7 

17.6 
2.0 
6.3 

34.0 



33.3 

4.7 

14.2 

4.7 

(56.0) 

28.5 

4.7 

9.0 

•••• 

21.0 



(percent) 

25.0 
16.6 

«««« 

8.3 

(49.9) 

8.3 

16.6 

16.6 

8.6 

12.0 



20.6 

17.2 

17.2 
3.4 

(58.4) 

27.5 

10.3 
3.8 

«««« 

29.0 



12.5 

12.5 



(25.0) 

12.5 

50.0 

12.5 



8.0 



20.0 

20.0 



(40.0) 

10.0 

10.0 

10.0 

30.0 

10.0 



•Agriculture includes only those whose principal income source was <»>i»Hng . Others in- 
clude only those whose principal income source was nomfarm work. 



than 10 male heads were remarkably similar in the proportion with 
incomes of $2,000 or less, and they were also quite similar to agricul- 
ture as an industry. Agriculture; lumbering and constraction; trade, 
business, and repair services; manuhicturing; and transportation and 
other utilities all had more than half their numbers in the $2,000 or 
less income classes. The three most numerous nonfarm categories were 
less than 2 percent apart as to proportion with incomes of $2,000 or 
less. 

Data for comparison of industries between the study area and 
the United States (Table 16) are not entirely comparable but are 
close enough for some comparisons. In the study area, 52.2 percent 
of the heads whose principal income source was forming had incomes 
of $2,000 or less. For the United States, 45.7 percent of families with 
heads whose major occupations were agriculture, forestry, or fisheries 
had incomes under $2,000. But the United States industry groups 
most nearly comparable to the four most numerous nonform industry 
groups in the study all had less than 10 percent of their numbers with 
incomes under $2,000. This is to be compared with approximately 
50 to 60 percent of those of similar industries in the study area. Again, 
it appears that incomes in agriculture in the study area were behind 
comparable incomes in the United States only slightly, but incomes 
of nonfarm workers in this area were less than comparable ones in 
the United States very significantly. Furthermore, there is no expla- 
nation in respect to particular industries; incomes in the more impor- 
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TabI* U. — Ditiribiilien af Pamiliaa by Total Monoy Incomo in 1fS6« by Major 
Indutiry Group of Hoad in March 1fS7« Unitad Statas 



Income Clau 


Agriculturea 
Forestry and 
Fisheries 


Construe* 

tion 


Manufac* 

turing 


Transports* 

tionp 

Gommunica* 
tion and 
Other Public 
UtiliUes 


Wholesale 

Trade 


Retail 

Trade 


Business 
and Repair 
Services 


Professional 
smd Related 
Services 


PubUc 

Adminis- 

tration 


Under $500 


13.1 


1.1 


0.3 


0.5 


(percent) 

0.8 


1.6 


1.7 


0.4 


0.7 


$500-$999 


11.0 


1.3 


0.6 


0.9 


0.4 


1.8 


1.1 


1.2 


0 a 2 


$1,000-$1,499 


12.1 


2.4 


0.8 


0.7 


1.6 


1.9 


2.0 


2.1 


0.6 


$1,500-$1,999 


9.5 


3.8 


1.6 


1.1 


3.5 


3.0 


3.0 


2.0 


1.0 


Total $2,000 or less . 


(45.7) 


(8.6) 


(3.3) 


(3.2) 


(6.3) 


(8.3) 


(7.8) 


(5.7) 


(2.5) 


$2,000-$2,999 


19.5 


8.8 


5.9 


6.0 


8.1 


10.0 


11.4 


8.2 


3.9 


$3,000-$3,999 


12.2 


14.4 


11.1 


11.8 


12.8 


16.1 


14.6 


11.3 


12.2 


$4,000-$4,999 


8.1 


15.1 


17.5 


18.0 


16.7 


15.7 


18.6 


15.7 


21.1 


$5,000 and over 


14.5 


53.1 


62.3 


61.0 


56.4 


49.7 


47.6 


59.2 


60.2 



Source: Correnf PoptOation Reportt-Cotuumer Income, Series P-60, No. 27, Aprfl 18, 1958. Bureau of Census, U.S. Department of Commerce. 
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tant industries in the study area were quite similar in their lag behind 
similar industries for the United States as a whole. 

An examination of job classes or occupational groups shows some 
differences between them as to proportion having low incomes but 
otherwise confirms the observations relative to industries. The four 
most numerous nonfarm groups in the sample ranged from approxi- 
mately 47 percent to 62 percent with incomes of $2,000 or less. Com- 
parable groups for the United States had only 3.4 to 15.5 percent of 
their numbers with incomes under $2,000. The less numerous groups 
in the sample also had distinctly higher percentages with incomes of 
$2,000 or less than did the similar groups for the United States. 

Examination of industries and job classes within the fiv^county 
area and also, between the area and the United States does not indicate 
particular industries or job classes accounting for the low incomes in the 
five-county area. On the other hand, it tends to confirm with greater de- 
tail the observations of the preceding section that : (1 ) low incomes were 
common to the major industries of the area, farm and nonfarm; (2) 
incomes in farming were behind United States farm incomes moder- 
ately; and (3) both farm and nonfarm incomes of the area were far 
lower than nonfarm incomes of the United States. 

Low incomes were not limited to farmers in the five-county study 
area. They were common, however, to at least the bulk of the rural 
population.Consequently, there was little opportunity in the area to 
improve incomes by shifting from farm to nonfarm work. There was 
a large difference ^tween incomes, both farm and nonfarm, of the 
five-county area and nonfarm incomes of the United States as a whole. 
Hence, there might be the possibility of income improvement by move- 
ment from the five-county area toward higher paying nonfarm job 
areas elsewhere. Outmovement, of course, was taking place. To what 
extent income improvement was achieved thereby was not too well 
known. But it had not achieved income equalization between this 
rural area and nonfarm jobs in other areas. One explanation was given 
earlier, that many household heads in this area lacked the forrnal 
education needed to compete for outside nonfarm jobs of the kind 
that would appreciably improve their incomes. 

Seemingly more education is a necessary requisite to entering the 
better nonfarm job market. There remains the question of whether 
it is a sufficient means at all times. It was indicated that farm families 
of this area were only a little worse off than farm families of the United 
States, but that both were distinctly worse off than nonfarm families 
of the United States. Although other partial explanations arc possible, 
this situation fits the thesis that agriculture and rural areas are auto- 
matically disadvantaged by some less than perfectly competitive aspects 
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of the urban economy.** In brief, only as the general ^nomy 
approaches full employment does it begin to draw workers from the 
low-income rural areas; at other times they remain as undei^ploycd 
workers in agriculture. This study suggests that what has been said 
about underemployrnent in agriculture may be extended to nonfarm 
industries in predominantly rural areas. 

EMPtX>YMENT AND INCOME— SOME NARROWER ASPECTS 

In the preceding section, the focus was on incomes primarily at 
the industry level and also relationships within the local econ^y to 
those between the local and national economies. In the sections to 
follow, the focus will be in the opposite dirwtion-to see what wn ^ 
learned of the low-income problem by inquiring into groups and sub- 
groups within the local economy. 

Incomt in Rtlntion to Soureo, Subtourct, ond Othor Podora 

The procedure used in this section was to classify income earners 
by as many as practicable at one time of the factors believed to have 
a significant effect on income. Income earners here were limited to 
male heads of households. This permitted inclusion of most house- 
holds and their principal income earners, but eliminated one category 
of low-income households, i.e., those with female heads. It also reduced 
the income differentials by eliminating the income of secondary income 
recipients. 

Probably the broadest characterization of these income earners 
available was the source of their incomes. In this, there were three 
broad sources: farm, nonfarm work, and nonwork. These, in turn, were 
divided into descriptive subgroups of tenure of farmers, job classes of 
nonfarm workers, and principal nonwork sources of nonworkere. At 
this level both average income and income distribution were available. 
The income subsources of tenure, job class, and nonwork sources were 
sorted by age of the head, and age groups were sorted by net worth. 
For each of these, average days worked and average income were 

obtained. 

SUIGROUPS WITH PARMINO AS PRINCIFAL INCOME SOURCE (T«fcl« 17) 

The tobaccoKJom tenants and croppers were distinctly the lowest 
income tenure groups, with average incomes to household heads ^ 
approximately $1,400 and $1,600 respectively and with 67 and 77 
lircent of them under $2,000. A first-step explanation of this lowest 

iis^ especially Hendrix, W. E., “Ihcime ImprovOTent ^osp^ to Low 
Income Areas,’^ Joumd of Farm Economics, December 1959, pp. 1,065-1,075. 
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TabI* 17.— Day* W«rfca4 $mi Ha# IncMiit, *■!# Hm* ViWf OrinclMl !«€«*• 
Sayrca Was Pamiiif, Piva StMHi-CMtral KaNlycky ComnIIss* 1fS6 



Tenuie 

Owner-operator 

Part-owner, 
minor (to 40%) 
Part-owner, 
major (50%-90%) 
Tenant, 

tobacco-corn 

Tenant, 

full-form 

Cropper, 

tobacco-com 

Cropper, 

full-form 



Number 

of 

Ctiff 


Days Worked 
by Head 

Farm* Off*farm 


mriicd 

by 

Houm- 

hold* 


Net Income 
of Head. 
Including 
Pcrquifilct 


Net Income 
of 

Household, 

Including 

Perquisites 


. 131 


153 


13 


268 


$2,208 


$2,647 


. 12 


317 


7 


353 


3,057 


3,352 


,. 77 


214 


26 


330 


2,552 


2,906 


.. 9 


102 


2 


176 


1,409 


1,506 


.. 28 


230 


18 


314 


1,880 


2,164 


.. 48 


134 


22 


211 


1,607 


1,600 


.. 13 


234 


5 


310 


2,626 


2,785 



• Days on home farm, esiimaled al mcdium-hjih p^ormance ratca. , . 

‘Work on home farm li cnimatrf al >c‘ual*'^ performance ralM^ wul|^ 

meni and lize of cnlerpriie. Hence, days of farm work of the operator are Incited In thli 
column al from the lame lo approximately twice Ihote In the column Dayi Worked by Head, 
Faim/* 



income position is available in the number of days worked. At the 
“actual” performance rates, these tenure groups had less than 200 days 
of farm work, and at “medium high” performance standards, only a 
little over 100 days of farm work.** Except in the tobacco and com 
season, these croppers and tenants were usually unemployed. Even in 
the com and tobacco season, they were underemployed in the sense 
that days worked estimated at medium high performance rates were 
considerably less than days worked estimated at actual performance 
rates. 

The tobacco-com tenants were a small group. Seven of the nine 
were under 35 years of age. This may be one of the Iks common 
means of starting on the tenure ladder or a means of handling resources 
within the himily. 

The 48 tobacco-com croppers were 15 percent of the heads whose 
chief income source was farm. This was a definite type of operation. 



IS Days worked on the home form were estimated at two levels of perform- 
ance: (a) an “actual” performance rate appropriate for the actual conditions and 
equipment of the individual form, and (b) a “medium l^h’ or commei^al farm 
performance rate, i.e., one appropriate for moderately efficient commercial f^s. 
On small, poorly equipped farms, estimates of “actual” days worked are consider- 
ably higher than estimates of days worked at medium high or commercial ]^- 
formance rates. Both “days worked” figures are estimates, but the f^er is clow 
to real and indicates probable actual employment. The second “days wwked 
figure in^cates days needed for the same enterprises on more efficient farms. 
Comparison of the two figures indicates the degree of underemployment. 
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a definite tenure group, and one from whieh there probably is little 
progress up a tenure ladder. Ineome variation was limited, most in* 
eomes for the head falling within a $1,400 to $1,800 range. Household 
ineome seldom exeeeded the head’s ineome appreeiably. These were 
the lowest ineome groups among the farmers. Yet, all but one were 
under 65 years of age, and they were distributed rather evenly among 
the age ranges. Why had they stayed in this low-ineome occupation 
and why do others continue to enter it? Probably they had not had 
the financial means or family help for attaining a higher rang on the 
agricultural ladder nor the training to obtain a worthwhile nonfarm 
job outside the area. Of those employed, they were at the bottom in 
an area which had too many people relative to farm resources, a weak 
nonfarm job market, and a high proportion of people untrained to 
compete in the outside job market. 

The next lowest income tenure group was that of the 28 tenants 
of full farms. These were renters who owned their equipment (or at 
least their source of field power) and operated all or most of a farm’s 
enterprises. Their incomes were a modest step upward from those of 
the tobacco-com croppers, incomes of heads averaging $1,880 as com- 
pared with $1,607 for the croppers. Nearly two-thirds of them had net 
incomes of $2,000 or less. 

Days of work by the household heads on their home farms aver- 
aged 230 days at the medium high performance rate estimation. This 
means that the size of their farm operations was up very sharply from 
that of the tobacco-com croppers. In fact, the size of their operations 
had increased considerably more than their income. If the 230 days 
are converted to five-day weeks, this is only six weeks short of full 
employment, but if those days are converted to the six-day week of 
competing commercial farmers, this is 16 weeks short of full employ- 
ment. These estimates of days worked assume commercial farm ^ of 
conditions, equipment, and rate of accomplishment. At the estimated 
actual situation, these farm households had approximately 52 six-day 
weeks of work; based on their approximate actual conditions, they 
were exactly fully employedi 

These full-farm tenants were predominantly young men; half of 
them were under 35 years of age, and only two were 55 years of age 
or older. The fact that over half were under 35 years of age suggests 
that a considerable part of those in this tenure class would likely move 
into the owner or part-owner category. 

Nearly two-thirds of these tenants had less than $2,000 in net 
worth. The other one-third of them were divided equally between the 
$2,000 to $3,999 and the $4,000 to $9,999 classes. There was no con- 
sistent relationship in this tenure group between net worth and in- 
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come. Assuming an interest rate of 5 percent, it would take the earn* 
ings of $5,160 of owned capital to equal the income difference between 
these tenants and the tobacco^m croppers.*^ Net worth probably did 
not average over $2,000 among these tenants. Thus, earnings directly 
attributable to owned capital would be less than half of the income 
diflFerence. The greater part of the income diflFerence should be attrib- 
uted to the fuller employment of the tenants. However, the tenants’ 
capital may have been an enabling element in permitting them to be 
full-farm tenants with fuller employment. A little over one-fifth of 
them were 45 years of age or older and had less than $2,000 net worth. 
It is probable that many of these will not be able to move into the 
owner category. 

The 131 owner-operators and 89 part-owners constituted the largest 
tenure groupings.*'^ Each of these groups had average incomes distinctly 
higher than the croppers and tenants discussed above. Net incomes to 
owner-operator heads averaged approximately $400 more than to ten- 
ants; major part-owners’ incomes were up another $250; and minor 
part-owners were up still another $500. In pointing out the higher 
incomes of owners relative to croppers and tenants, it should not be 
concluded that there was no income problem among the owners. In 
fiict, between 40 and 50 percent of each of the three owner groups had 
incomes of $2,000 or less. 

Two explanations are evident here for the higher incomes of owners 
and part-owners. They had more owned capital (net worth) than 
croppers and tenants and had fuller employment than the croppers. 

Although the owners and part-owners had some things in common 
which helped to explain their higher incomes relative to croppers and 
tenants, there were also some distinct differences between owner- 
operators, major part-owners, and minor part-owners of significance in 
explaining their incomes. Owner-operators had net incomes of approxi- 
mately $2,300; major part-owners, $2,550; and minor part-owners, 
$3,050. Size of farm operations as indicated by days worked at com- 
mercial performance rates ran in the same order. Differences in days 
worked, in turn, were at least partly explainable by age differences. 
Owners and part-owners as a group were older than other tenure groups. 
Owner-operators were oldest, followed by major part-owners, and then 
minor part-owners. The largest number of owner-operators was in the 



Comparing average income to heads in the respective tenure classes. 

IB Oumer-operators were Uiose farmers who owned all of the land they 
operated. Part-owners were those who owned some and rented some of the land 
they operated. In this study, part-owners were subdivided into ma)or part-owners 
who owned SO to 99 percent of the land they operated and minor part-owners 
who owned less than SO percent of the land operated. 
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55-64 age group, the largest number of major part-owners in the 45-54 
group, and the largest number of minor part-owners in the 35-44 age 
group. 

Net worth declined slightly from owner-operators through major 
part-owners to minor part-owners. Earnings of owned capital offwt 
the small size of business (as indicated by days worked at commercial 
performance rates) of owner-operators. At a 5 percent earning rate 
for capital, it would take $14,000 to make up the approximate $700 
income difference of owner-operators over tohaccoHiom croppers. The 
greatest number of owner-operators (46) was in the $4,000 to $9,999 
net worth range. The second greatest number (36) was in the $10,000 
to $19,999 net worth range. At a 6 percent rate for capital, the amount 
required to earn $700 is very close to the estimated average net worth 
of $11,700. 

Among owner-operators, incomes of the head varied up to approxi- 
mately $950 between age groups, with $2,818 for 25-34 years old, and 
$1,869 for those 65 and over. Within age groups there was a much 
greater income variation associated with net worth and days worked 
(at medium high performance rates). The inference is quite clear. 
Those with the lower net worths were operating farms too small and 
too poorly equipped to permit them to have much income. Over half 
of the owner-operators had net worths of less than $10,000, 60 to 141 
days worked on the farm by the head (at medium high performance 
rates), and incomes generally under $2,000. As a group, owner-operators 
were handicapped somewhat by age, but more so by inadequate farms 
and equipment. 

Incomes of the 77 major part-owner heads averaged approximately 
$250 more than owner-operators' incomes. Major part-owners tended 
to be a little younger and had a little less net worth than owner-opw- 
ators but, probably owing to some renting, their operations (as in- 
dicated by days worked at medium high performance rates) were 
distinctly larger. As with owner-operators, days worked and income 
went up together. However, major part-owners tended to get beyond 
the $2,000 income level with $4,000 to $9,999 of net worth, wherras 
owner-operators achieved this in the $10,000 to $19,999 range. Major 
part-owners tended to have more days worked at this income level. 

Although there were only 12 minor part-owners, they seem to have 
a significance exceeding their numbers. The difference between minor 
part-owners and major part-owners was greater than that between major 
part-owners and owner-operators. Minor part-owners' incomes averaged 
approximately $500 more than those of major part-owners, and their 
size of operations (days worked at medium hi^ performance rates) 
averaged nearly 50 percent higher. By the standards used in estimating 
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days worked, the minor part-owners were, on the average, fully em- 
ployed. The difference between days worked at medium high perfor- 
mance rates and at actual rates was the smallest of any tenure group. 
This means that the minor part-owners on the average were fully 
employed with size of operations and types of equipment competitive 
in commercial farming. As with owner-operators and major part-owners, 
however, there was a considerable range of incomes, i. e., incomes rising 
with net worth and siLC of operations as measured by days worked 

at medium high performance rates. 

In summary, although there may be other contributing explanations, 
including age differences, differences in size of operations or days 
worked at commercial farm performance rates appeared to be the 
major explanation of differences in incomes to farmers. The extent 
of this problem was suggested by the fact that tobacco-corn croppers 
and owner-operators each averaged less than one-half of full employ- 
ment by this measure. TTiese two groups totaled more than half of all 
farm operators. They were underemployed because they had insufficient 
land and equipment. They had insufficient land and equipment because 
there were too many farmers relative to land available for productive 
agriculture. There were too many farmers relative to land because 
nonfarm employment opportunities locally were not good and be- 
cause too many people were not adequately prepared to compete for 
better jobs in the more distant nonfarm job market. 

TobaccoKJorn tenants and croppers had the lowest average income 
because they were farthest from full empl03^ent, had little owned capi- 
tal, and probably had the poorest alternatives. Owners-operators, al- 
though older and not much nearer full employrnent, had noticeably 
higher incomes than the croppers and tenants. TTiis could be attributed 
chiefly to the owned capital of the owner-operators. Major part-owners 
were somewhat closer to owner-operators than to minor part-owners in 
characteristics and net income. Minor part-owners had the highest 
average income of any tenure group. By commercial farm staridards, 
they were fully employed. Their performance may represent a ‘‘break- 
through” from the very small farms of traditional organization. Their 
small numbers, however, indicated limited opportunity for such devel- 
opment— which again comes back to the problem of a high ratio of 
people to farm land and an inadequate opportunity for nonfarm 
employment. 

SUBGROUPS WITH NONFARM WORK AS 
PRINCIPAL INCOME SOURCE (Table IB) 

Incomes of nonfarm workers by job class tended to average some- 
what higher than those of farmers by tenure. However, a slightly 
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hi^er proportion of the nonfarm workers had incomes of $2,000 or 
less. The explanation of this difference was in the distribution of non- 
farm workers by income class. The two heavier concentrations were 
38.7 percent below $1,000 and 33.6 percent between $2,000 and $4,000. 
That is, there was a tendency toward two income groups— one very 
low and one moderate— among nonfarm workers. 

The 32 household heads classified as “laborers, other than farm or 
mine” had the lowest incomes among the nonfarm workers. They 
averaged $2,270, but nearly two-thirds were below $2,000. The laborers 
were relatively young; all but five of them were under 45 years of age 



TabI* II.— Days Wtrktl ml N«t InMin*, Malt H*al* Wh*i* PrlEclM* 
Souk* Wm Ntnfann W«rk, Piv« S«uth-C«iitral Kmtucky CauntiM, IfSI 





Number 

of 

Caret 


Dayi Worked 
by Head 


Dayi 

Worked 

by 

Houie- 


Net Income 


Net Income 
of 


Job ClMf 


Form* 


Off-farm 


hold» 


^ Hcad^ 


Houiehold^ 


Professional, technical, 




6 


57 


263 


340 


$2,773 


$2,773 


Manager, official, pro- 

prietor, etc 

Clerical and sales 

Craftsman 

Operative 

Labor (other than 
farm or mine) 


8 

23 

32 


29 

43 

43 

38 

18 


297 

261 

183 

245 

201 


392 

339 

253 

306 

282 


2,691 

3,550 

2,362 

3,035 

2,270 


2,912 

4,315 

2,533 

3,194 

2,690 



• Hava nn home farm, estimated at medium-high performance rates. ... . 

<>Work on home farm is estimated at "actuar* performance rates-rates related to 
ment and size of enterprise. Hence, days of farm work of the operator ^5. JJj* 

^lumn at from the same to approximately twice those in the column Days Worked by Head, 



Form.” 



® Perquisites are included if place met census definition of a farm. 



and all but one were under 55. Their average of 201 days of nonfarm 
work was considerably short of full employment. 

The occupations grouped under “craftsman” and “operative” had 
considerable similarity. In general, those classified as craftsman had a 
higher level of skills. In the United States, craftsmen’s incomes were 
significantly higher than operatives’ incomes. In this study area the 
reverse was true; operatives’ incomes averaged $3,035, while craftsmen 
averaged only $2,362. The most obvious explanation is that the opera- 
tives averaged approximately one-third more days of nonfarm work. 
Among the craftsmen, only the 35- to 44-year group averaged as much 
as 200 days of nonfarm work. Among the operatives, all age groups 
under 55 years averaged from 248 to 275 days. Despite their relatively 
higher average income, over half of the operatives had incomes of 
$2,000 or less. 

“Professional, technical, and kindred workers” and managers, om- 
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dais, and proprietors, except form” were another pair of somewhat 
similar groupings. In the United States these were the two highest 
income groups, with the professional and technical workers slightly 
the higher. In this five*county study, the same relationship existed 
between these two groups, but they fell below two other groups, the 
operatives and the clerical and sales groups. Incomes of professional 
and technical workers averaged less than $100 higher than those of 
managers, officials, and proprietors. Incomes of the latter group had a 
wider spread, and there was a higher proportion with incomes of $2,000 
or less. Low incomes in these two groups were partly due to the in- 
clusion of an appreciable number of rural schoolteachers and rural 
storekeepers. Both groups averaged full employment in days of nonfarm 
work. There was the possibility, however, that if a stan^rd of perfor- 
mance was applied as was done with farmers, it would be found that 
some of these nonfarm groups would be underemployed, too. Probably 
this would be true to a greater extent with small, independent pro- 
prietors than with workers employed by somewhat larger firms. 

Clerical and sales workers, even when combined, were a small 
group in the area’s labor force. Surprisingly, their average incomes 
were distinctly higher than any other job class in the sample. In the 
United States for the same year, their incomes were closest to those 
of craftsmen. The types of jobs included in these groups varied greatly 
as to usual income. Those in this sample apparently were of the higher 
income occupations. This group tended to have a relatively high net 
worth, again indicating absence of the lower income occupations which 
these job classes would include in a state- or United States-wide group- 
ing. 

In summary, incomes of nonfarm workers by job classes averaged 
somewhat higher than incomes of farmers by tenure groups, but non- 
farm workers had a slightly higher proportion in the lower income 
categories. In fact, there seemed to be a group of nonfarm workers 
with very low incomes and another with moderately good incomes 
for the area. There was some indication that application of census 
job classifications to nonfarm workers of this area resulted in occupa- 
tional groups and incomes in proportions different from those that 
would be expected in a larger area. Some of the normally upper income 
job classes had relatively low incomes, and two of the normally moderate 
income job classes were relatively higher. Except for craftsmen and, 
to a lesser extent, laborers, nonfarm workers were not underemployed 
by actual days worked. However, some of them may have been under- 
employed if methods, equipment, capital, and the like had been con- 
sidered. Nothing here contradicted the earlier conclusion that the 
nonfarm job market was weak in this area. The small number of 
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nonfann workers relative to farmers and the p^alence of low incomes 
among nonfarm workers offer little hope for income improvement by 
transfer from farming to nonfarm work within the area, unless the 
local economy experiences some marked structural changes. 

SUIGROUPS WITH PRINCIPAL INCOME PROM NONWORK SOURCES (Tabl* If) 

Farm rent was by far the most frequent principal source of non- 
work income, including over half of those who received their principal 



Tablt 19.— Days Werkad and Naf Incama, Mala Haads VJata Principal Ineama 
Saurca Was Nanwaric, FIva Sauth-Cantral Kanlucky Cauntlas, 1956 









Days 

Worked 

by 

House* 

holdb 






Principal Non- 


Number 

of 

Cases 


Days Worked 
bvHead 


Net Income 


Net Income 
of 

Household^ 


work Income 
Source 


Form* Off-farm 


of Head* 


Farm rent, net 

Pensions 


55 

31 


92 5 

15 20 


152 

74 


$1,750 

951 


$1,853 

1,256 


Social Security 


4 


a... •••• 


a... 


745 


745 


Other and unspecified 
sources^ 


13 


45 3 


100 


1,367 


1,874 



• Days on home fann, estimated W medium-hjA to eauio* 

b Work on home fam U wHmated at ‘>ctuar^performaM WjP- 

ment and size of enterprise. Henw, days Worked by Head, 

column at from the same to approximately twice those in the column Days workett ny neaa, 

Farm.” 



Perquisites are included if pl*ce m^ census deBnition 
Excluding one case each of nonfann rent, unemployment insurance, 

children. 



and aid from 



income from nonwork sources. Those in the farm rent group had the 
highest average income ($1,750) of any group of significant size and 
the lowest percentage (58) with incomes of $2,000 or less. The 
explanation of their higher incomes was partly in days worked and 
partly in their net worth (the highest frequency net worth range was 
$10,000 to $19,000). Over half of the household heads in this group 
were 65 or older, and over four-fifths were 55 or older. Days worked, 
net worth, and age together indicated a high proportion of retired or 
semiretired farmers. 

Pensions, including public assistance, were the principal nonwork 
income source of a little less than one-third of those whose principal 
income was from nonwork sources. As with farm rent recipients, over 
half of them were 65 or older. Incomes here averaged little more than 
half that of farm rent recipients, and four-fifths of them were $2,000 

or less. ■ . 1 

Only four of those who had nonwork sources as their pnncipal 

income source did so on the basis of Social Security payments. Although 
this was early in the program for farmers, it also seems to suggest a 
low qualifying rate. 
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In summary, male heads whose principal income was from non- 
work sources for the most part were a retirement group. Over half 
were 65 or over, and over three-fourths were 55 or over. More than 
half received their principal nonwork income as farm rent. Less than 
one-third had various forms of pensions as their principal source. Only 
four household heads had Social Security as their principal source. The 
fact that farm rent was the most common source of nonwork income, 
and that it averaged highest, indicates both the relative importance 
of farming as an occupation in the area and one of the reasons for 
the choice of it as an occupation there. 

ADJUSTMENT PROBLEMS AND POTENTIALS 

The area studied has a high proportion of low incomes. These low 
incomes are not limited to the aged, physically handicapped, or house- 
holds without a male head. It is not clear that low education, though 
prevalent, is an income handicap in the area, but it may be a barrier 
to movement to better jobs outside the area. 

The majority of households in the area are dependent upon agri- 
culture, but low incomes are not limited to farming. Farm incomes of 
the area are slightly below U.S. farm incomes, but both farm and non- 
farm incomes of the area are much below the U.S. nonfarm income. 
As is especially evident in the case of tobacco-com croppers, there are 
too many people relative to other resources in agriculture for their labor 
to be well paid. But the nonfarm job market of the area appears very 
weak. 

If incomes in the principal industry of agriculture are to rise, the 
minimum condition is fewer people relative to other resources in 
farming. Surplus labor, however, must have a better place to go. At 
present, nonfarm jobs in the area do not provide this opportunity. 
To move into better paying jobs elsewhere, many persons will need 
to be better prepared, even in a moderately strong labor market; they 
are too far below the United States average level of general education. 
If this situation were improved, it could compensate in part for lack 
of specific skills and urban adjustment. 

Adjustment Potentials of Heads of Low-Income Households 
FARM HOUSEHOLDS 

Of the 599 households in the study, 427 were on places meeting 
the census definition of a farm (Table 20). Of these 427 households, 
191 had incomes of $2,000 or less from all sources, including perquisites. 
Of these 191 “low-income” households, 41 (or 21.5 percent) had heads 
of household (and principal income recipients) who were 65 years or 
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TabI* 20.— Potamlal for laeomo Improyamort, Low-laeoiy farm HouiahoWi, 
Fivo Soirth-Caatral Kanlueky Ceunlias, 1050 

Number 
599 

Total households 599 

Total farm households* k*'' 101 — AA7% of 427 

Farm households with less than $2,000 net income 21*5% of 191 

Households with heads age 65 or over “ 

Households with heads under 65 years 150 - 78.5% of 99 

Heads disabled or retired under 65 years ”, 

Able-bodied heads under 65 years 15® _ 4 7% of 150 

Households with female heads . 

Households with able-bodied male heads _ 74 9% Qf 191 

imder 65 years 

Heads with less than 5th grade of school ^ _ 45 Qf 143 

completed 

Households with able-bodied male heads under 65 
years and with at least 5th grade of school com- _ 49 q| ^ 9 ^ 

w2h heads 45 years or more _iL “ 

With heads under 45 years ~ 

* Ne'IncoiM *"4 including perquiiitei. 



older, and are assumed to have little possibility of increasing earned 
income because of age. Because farm operator and head were the 
same, there were no disabled or retired heads under 65 years *n Ac 
farm group. There were 7 female heads among those under 65. T^e 
remaining 143 households with able-bodied male heads under 65 (or 
74.9 percent of the 191 low-income farm households) apparently have 
some possible physical potential for income improvement. 

Persons with less than fifth grade education are sometimes con- 
sidered functionally illiterate. At least it is likely that they are senously 
handicapped for self-education, although they might >^®spond to direct 
instruction in better farming or new job methods. Of the 143 farm- 
located, able-bodied male household heads under 65 years of age, 65 
had less than a fifth grade education. This leaves 78 (or ^.8 percent 
of the 191 low-income farm households) heads who may be physically 
and mentally capable of income improvement if external conditions 
were favorable.^* Of the 78 able-bodied male household heads with at 
least fifth grade education, 44 were 45 years of age or older. Con- 
sidering the preference of industry for young men m hinng b^mners, 
and the possibly greater adjustment problems of older men, it seems 
unlikely that many farmers 45 years old or older would move to non- 

le Favorable external conditions would include such things m availability of 
land and capitid in agriculture and a strong noniarm labor market. 
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farm jobs outside the area. Subtracting these 44, there were only 34 
(or 17.8 percent) of the 191 low-income farm household heads who 
did not have obvious handicaps to moving toward outside nonfarm 
jobs. 

NONPARM HOUSEHOLDS 

Of the 599 households in the sample, 172 were nonfarm (Table 21). 
Of these 172 households, 112 had incomes of $2,000 or less from all 

Table 21.— PattRtial far Incama Impravamaiif, Law-lacama NanfarM 
HauMhaMs# Piva SauHi>Canlral Kaatacky CauntiaSf 19S4 

Number 



Total households 599 

Total nonfarm households" 172 = 28.7% of 599 

Nonfarm households with less than $2,000 net income^ .. 112 = 65.1% of 172 

Households with heads age 65 or over 44 = 39.3% of 112 

Households with heads under 65 years 68 = 60.7% of 112 

Heads disabled or retired under 65 years 17 = 25.0% of 68 

Able-bodied heads under 65 years 51 = 45.5% of 112 

Households with female heads 14 = 27.5% of 51 

Households with able-bodied male heads 

under 65 years 37 = 33.0% of 112 

Heads with less than 5th grade of school 
completed 13 = 35.1% of 37 

Households with able-bodied male heads under 
years and with at least 5th grade of school 

completed 24 = 21.4% of 112 

With heads 45 years or more 9_ = 37.5% of 24 

With heads under 45 years 15 = 13.4% of 112 



■ Placet not meeting the census definition of a farm. 

"Net incomes from nil sources, perquisites excluded. 

sources, excluding perquisites. Based on this measure, low incomes 
are noticeably more prevalent among nonfarmers than among farmers. 
Of the 112 low-income households, 44 (or 39.3 percent) had heads 
who were 65 years or older. Of the 68 heads who were less than 65 
years of age, 17 were disabled or retired. Of the 51 remaining house- 
holds, 14 had female heads. Thus, of the 112 low-income nonfarm 
households, there were only 37 (or 33 percent) with able-bodied male 
heads under 65 years. This compares with 74.9 percent for the farm 
households. Or, in terms of the proportions with handicaps, 67 percent 
of the low-income nonfarm heads of households have serious physical 
baniers to income improvement, as compared with 25 percent of the 
low-income farm households. 

Nonfarm households show up more favorably with respect to edu- 
cation. Thirteen (or 35.1 percent) of the 37 able-bodied male heads 
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under 65 had completed less than fifth grade. This compares with 45.5 
percent for the farm heads. Subtracting those with less than a fifth 
grade education leaves 24 (or 21.4 percent) of the 112 low*income 
nonfarm households with heads who may be physically and mentally 
capable of income improvements if outside conditions were favorable. 
Of these 24, there were 9 who were 45 years of age or older, leaving 
only 15 (or 13.4 percent) of the 112 low-income nonfarm households 
whose heads did not have obvious handicaps to income improvements, 
especially to moving into new jobs outside the area. 



Hightr Incoma Poopio in Hit Adjuitmont ProcMi 

Some observers believe that it is the middle and upper income 
farm owners more than the lower income tenants, croppers, and farm 
workers who obtain jobs when industry develops locally. This might, 
in turn, increase opportunities in farming for the lower income people. 
However, if there is surplus family labor on the farms whose operators 
obtain nonfarm jobs or if production can be extensified (i.e., from 
dairy to beef cattle), there may be little land made available to other 
people. A more immediate problem in the study area is that most of 
the new industry has employed women rather than men. 

The same observers believe, however, that the higher income 
farmers would not leave their farms and move to outside jobs in signi- 
ficant numbers. 

Ongoing Adjuifmtnlt 

Probably by far the greatest adaptation of the labor supply to 
changing demand takes place as new workers enter the market. In that 
sense, perhaps it would be realistic to consider the occupational pattern 
of present heads of households as practically fixed, at least as far as 
their own reaction to their present economic environment is concerned. 
The greatest potential for change occurs when the youths enter the 
labor market. In general, they are not encumbered by outmoded skills, 
they are less tied to the home area, and employers are more willing 
to invest in their training. 

All households were asked about members who had left home in 
the last 10 years. Those who did leave home were nearly all young 
people who were starting out on their own. They included 238 males 
and I9I females. Since 154 of the I9I females were, at the time of 
the interview, listed as homemakers, there is little basis for considering 
their preparation for or adjustment to the labor market. Of the 238 
males who had left home in this period, 30.2 percent had less than 
an eighth grade education, 75.2 percent had less than a four-year high 
school education, and only 24.8 percent had completed high school or 
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more. Thus^ only a fourth of those leaving home were reasonably well 
qualified with respect to educational attainment.^^ 

There was some relation between education and type of job held 
at the time of interview. The groups completing the 1-4 and 5*7 grades 
contained more than their proportionate share of laborers and formers— 
job classes which should shrink in the general income improvement 
process. Of those with 1*4 years of schooling, 47.3 percent were classi* 
fied as laborers and 36.8 percent as formers. The proportion in these 
job classes tended to decline as education increased. Farmers yielded 
their second place to craftsmen at the eighth grade and at the four 
years of high school levels of education. Of the total 238 males leaving 
home, 34.5 percent were classified as laborers, 23.9 as formers, 18.9 as 
craftsmen, 7.6 as operatives, 5.6 as professional and managerial, 2.9 
as clerical and sales personnel, and 1.7 percent as service workers. At 
the time of this study, it was apparent that the movement out of 
farming and into the better paying nonform jobs was proceeding rather 
slowly. 

Some further understanding of adjustments which are actually 
taking place may be had by considering the present location of those 
who have left home. Of the 238 males leaving home, 40.3 percent 
remained in the area (the same or adjoining county), 16.4 percent 
were in the Louisville, Ky., area and only 5.9 percent were elsewhere 
in Kentucky. Indianapolis, Ind., ranked next to Louisville, with 11.8 
percent of the migrants. ''Elsewhere in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Michigan'' received 12.2 percent of the area's migrants. It appears 
that if youths left the predominantly raral home area they tended to 
locate in outside urban areas. Those entering forming constituted 51 
percent of all males who stayed in the home area. Those staying in 
the home area constituted 86 percent of those entering forming, 57.2 
of the professional and managerial class, 38.9 of the operatives, and 
approximately 25 percent of the other occupations except labor. Among 
those classified as laborers only 17.1 percent were in the home area, 
but 54.9 percent moved to Louisville and Indianapolis. For the most 
rapid improvement of incomes, probably too many stayed in the home 
areas, too many entered forming and too many of those who went to 
outside urban areas entered the lowest paid class of nonform work. 



It may be of tome interest to note the education of the heads of the house* 
holds who, in most cases, would be the fathers of those leaving home. Among 
these, 62.2 percent had completed less than the eighth grade and 97.1 percent 
less than four years of high school. By comparison, the education of those who 
left home represents great progress, but not enough to catch up with their com- 
petitors for outside Jofo. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR INCOME IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS 

I. General 

A. At the time of this survey there was widespread underemploy- 
ment among both form and rural nonform people in the five-county 
area. The fact that incomes, both form and rural nonform, in the 
sample lag United States form incomes moderately and United States 
nonform incomes by a great deal lends support to the theory that less 
than full employment in the general labor market contributes to 
employment in agriculture. This study suggests that the theory might 
be extended to include nonform workers in predominantly agricultural 
areas. The remedy suggested by some persons is usually a national 
program to maintain ‘‘full employment" in the general economy. 

B. Many of the people in the low-income rural study area are not 
qualified by general education to compete effectively in the outside 
nonform labor market. In the long run, probably the most basic need 
is the improvement of general education to a level at least equivalent 
to that received by those with whom they will compete in the national 
labor market. 

II. In Relation to Adjustment Potentials 

A. For present households with less than $2,000 incomes. 

1. Those with heads 65 years of age or older, those with heads 
who are disabled, and those with female heads which together con- 
stitute approximately 25 percent of the form households and 67 percent 
of the nonfarm households should be carefully examined from the 
welfare viewpoint. Are they properly and adequately handled under 
current programs? Are new or improved programs needed to provide 
adequately for them? The adequacy of, and possible improvements 
in, welfare programs were beyond the scope of this study. 

2. Those with able-bodied male heads under 65 years of age need 
to be very carefully considered to determine the direction of their best 
potentials. Probably only young men with moderately good education 
can move readily into well-paid outside nonform jobs. Less than a 
fifth of the hea^ of low-income households met these requirements. 
With a program of adult education, both general and trade, plus 
assistance in locating jobs, some of the younger heads might be able 
to move into nonform work with worthwhile income improvement. 
Probably the older or otherwise less adaptable heads can be helped 
only in their present location. An intensive program of form and home 
planning, plus supervised credit, should noticeably improve their 
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situations, but there should he no expectation of raising their cash 
incomes to compare with national figures for nonfarm workers.** 

An increase in nonfarm jobs in the area could make nonfarm 
employment more accessible to those who are less mobile. This study 
did not include the industrial potential of the area. It did tend to 
indicate that the local nonferm job market was very weak. A few 
small industrial plants have opened in the area in recent years. For 
the most part they are employers of women at relatively low wages. 
It is true that these jobs will add to the incomes of some households, 
but there is room for questioning their contribution to basic adjust- 
ments; if wives from low-income households find some local income, 
this may, in a sense, subsidize the husbands' low-income situations 
while competing with the wives' homemaking functions. 

B. For the Youths 

1. Far too many of the youths leaving their parents' households 
had inadequate general education to compete effectively in the outside 
job market. Probably too many remained in the home area. Too many 
were entering the lower paid job classes. The great opportunity for 
future income improvements is in the training and occupation choice 
of the youths. Every reasonable effort should be made to see that the 
youths 6f low-income areas and households such as those studied here 
are at least as well prepared in general education and necessary skills 
as are those of other areas. In order to compensate for their other 
handicaps in the labor market, they should be somewhat better pre- 
pared than those closer to the labor market. 

The strategic point for income improvement is when the youths leave home 
to become economic^ly independent, and before they acquire families of their 
own. Once occupations are found and families establidied, especially in the area 
where the youth grew up, it will be difficult to move them and moves will be pain- 
ful. Once they are established in their area of origin it may be better to leave 
them diere, if they are not too badly off. Perhaps the criterion for being suffi- 
ciendy well off to remain in place need not be income equal to outside job incomes 
minus moving costs; perhaps a better criterion would be conditions providing good 
heaJth for the family and raucation to enable the children (and interested adults) 
to fully compete in the national economy. 
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APPENDIX I 
Th« Sompb 

The sample was developed from the Master Sample of Agriculture. The 
areas of counties, excluding incorporated places, were divided into area blocks 
expected to yield approximately equal numbers of households. Blocks were then 
drawn at random unUl there were enough to yield approx-mately 600 household 
interviews. The number and scatter of these blocks were sufficient to sample oiost 
farm and income situations of the rural areas of the five counties. A comparison of 
the distribution of farms by “economic class” according to the 1956 sample data 
and according to data for the nearest census year is shown in Table 22. The two 
corres[iiond fairly closely, and the differences were in the direction expected from 



Table 22.— Wstrlbutleii e# Farms by leenemic Class, Five Soulh-Ca«tral Kentucky 
CeunHaa, Sample 1954 and Census 1954 



Economic Class 


Sample 
Data 1956 


Census 
Data 1954* 




(percent) 


(percent) 


Commercial farms 


0.2 


0.1 




1.9 


1.1 


III 


10.8 


5.2 


niiicc IV 


30.7 


24.7 


Cllfisc V 


29.7 


31.3 


VI 


10.1 


19.0 


Other farms 


12.9 


9.8 


UpcinpnHfll 


3.7 


8.8 






■ ■■■ 



• Cnlculnted from County Table 5, Centui of Agrtcutture, 1954. Kentucky, Vol. 1, pt. 19, 
Bureau of Census, U.S. Department of Commerce. 



what is known about trends in farm size and organization elsewhere. That is, 
among “commercial farms" the proportion of larger farms would be expected to 
have increased between 1954 and 1956, and among other farms the proportion 
of “part-time farms” would be expected to have increased. However, these in- 
creaL'es were moderate in the two years, and so the higher proportion of higher- 
income farms in the sample tended to indicate that the sample was not biased 
toward lower income than prevailed in the total rural population. 

APPENDIX II 

Choroctorittict of Economic Clouet off Forms 

The farm income picture may be clarified by looking at it through the census 
economic classification of farms; that is, by first classifying the sample farms by 
“economic class” and then examining such things at net income, income sources, 
age and education of operator, and amount of farm capital used. 

As to net incomes,, the great majority from Residentials through Class V 
and over half of Class IV had net farm incomes of $2,000 or less. These classes 
compris^ 87.1 percent of the farms. (When other income sources were included 
to obtain total household income, the part-time and Class IV groups then had 
less than half their numbers with incomes under $2,000.) 
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Nonwork was first as the principal household income source of the resi> 
dentials with nonfarm work second. Among part>time farmers, nonfarm work 
was first, with nonwork second. Among “commercial” fanners as a whole 
(Classes I through VI), farm income was a strong first; nonwork sources were 
important in Class II and Class VI (the highest and the lowest among the fam- 
ilies studied); and nonfarm work was a rather poor second to Classes III, IV, 
and V— increasing somewhat from Classes III to V. 

Dairy was the most frequent principal farm income source of the residentials, 
with govenunent payments second. On part-time farms, dairy was a close second 
to tobacco. On Class VI through Class III farms, tobacco was a strong first, with 
dairy second. The few Class II farms were decideflly mixed as to their principal 
farm income source, including dairy, poultry, tobacco, beef cattle, and hogs. 

The operators of the “residential farms” tended to be elderly. The “part- 
time farmers” tended toward two age groups— the elderly, and a smaller, younger 
group of nonfarm workers. The Class VI and V farmers tended to be over 45 
years of age, which may be considered the levelling ..nd, later, declining years of 
farm activity. The operators of Class IV and III farms were mostly under 55 
years of age, including the active years. 

“Residentials” through Class V operators tended to have less than eighth 
grade completed, while from Class IV through Class II the tendency was to have 
completed eighth grade or more. 

It is shown elsewhere in this publication that underemployment was the 
most important single explanation of the lowest farm incomes and that it was 
associated with insufficient farm resources (in quantity or quality). A very 
strong relationship may be noted (Table 23) between the proportion of farms 
with capital of $10,000 or less and farms with net incomes of $2,000 or less. The 
relationship is so strong that, among groups of farms, it may be said that less than 
$10,000 in farm capitid resulted in less than $2,000 in net farm income. 



Table 23.— Ecanamic Class af Farm, Incama (laclading Faiquisitas), and Farm 
Capital llsad. Five Saath-Cantral Kantacky Caunlias, 1954 



Economic Glais 
of Farm 


Percent of 
All Fumi 


Percent with Income 
of $2,000 or Less 

Household Farm 

Income Income 


Percent with 
Farm Capital 
Used of $10,000 
or Lets 


Residential 


3.7 


68.6 


100.0 


87.6 


Part-time 


12.9 


36.3 


100.0 


74.0 


Class VI 


10.1 


97.5 


97.5 


93.0 


Class V 


29.7 


60.4 


88.2 


75.0 


Class !V 


30.7 


30.3 


51.8 


51.9 


Class III 




2.1 


6.6 


8.7 


Class n 


1.9 


• ••• 


25.0 




Class I 


0.2« 


a... 


• 





• Only one cue in Economic Glut I. 
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STATISTICAL SUPPLEMENT TO BULLETIN 697. 



KENTUCKY AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION. 

» LOW INCOMES OF RURAL PEOPLE; THE NATURE AND EXTENT 
OF THE PROBLEM IN A SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY AREA” 

By 

W. Keith Burkett* and James F. Thompson** 

This publication contains some tables of data used in the development of the 
University of Kentucky Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin 697, ” low Incomes of 
Rural People; The Nature and Extent of the Problem in a South Central Kentucky Area . ” 

It was not feasible to include this many tables in the bulletin, but the authors thought that 
some readers, especially those with a particular interest in the counties studied, might 
find them useful. The tables presented here supplement rather than duplicate those presented 
in Bulletin 697. They will be most meaningful if used in connection with the bulletin and the 
tables in it. 

Tables 1 through 7 concern the economic and agricultural characteristics of the five 
counties under study. These tables were compiled from census data. Where only one 
census year is used, it is 1954, because that is closest to the survey data year of 1956. 

Tables 8 through 40 are all from the personal interview survey of some 600 rural 
households conducted in 1957. 

Tables 8 and 9 are concerned with income earning activities and income sources in 
the households surveyed. 

Table 10 presents the income situation. 



^Agricultural Economist, Area Economic Development Branch, Resource Development Economics Division, 
Economic Research Service, United States Department of Agriculture. 

♦♦Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Kentucky. 
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Tables 11 through 18 are indicative of levels of living associated with these incomes. 
Tables 19 through 25 relate several possible causal factors to the different levels 

of household incomes. 

Tables 26 and 27 compare incomes by job classes between the study area and the 
United States. 

Tables 28 through 30 show incomes of male heads of households by income source. 
Tables 31a through 31h show days worked and income by income source, income 
subsource, age of head, and net worth. 

Tables 32 and 33 concern education, types of jobs, and location of males who had 
left the surveyed households. 

Tables 34 through 40 show income and other items by Economic Class of Farm 
as defined by the census. 

The authors wish to acknowledge use of the Computing Center of the University 
of Kentucky in the development of the basic tables of survey data which contributed both 
to this supplement and to Bulletin 697. 



TABLE i. TRENDS IN FARM AND NONFARM EMPLOYMENT OF MALES, FIVE COUNTIES IN 
SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, STATE AND UNITED STATES, 1930-1960^' 
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- Calculated from the C ensus of Population: 1930-1960 , Bureau of Census, U. S. Department of Commerce 



TABLE 2. PRINCIPAL USES OF LAND IN FARMS, TOTAL ACRES BY COUNTIES, 
FIVE COUNTIES IN SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 195Afi/ 



Type of Use 


Barren 


Cumberland 


Hart 


Metcalfe 


Monroe 


Total 
















Cropland harvested 


94,291 


26,855 


48,154 


41,738 


47,227 


258,265 


Cropland used only 
for pasture 


104,688 


22,677 


72,206 


46,944 


30,667 


277,182 


Cropland not har- 
vested and not 
pastured 


13,414 


5,468 


10,241 


9,341 


10,724 


49,188 


Woodland pastured 


19,486 


23,130 


15,529 


12,213 


17,913 


83,271 


Woodland not 
pastured 


19,031 


63,514 


35,885 


37,728 


48,345 


204,503 


Other pasture (not 
cropland and not 
wood land) 


16,449 


9,401 


13,438 


5,158 


22,634 


67,080 


Other land (house 
lots, roads, waste- 
land, etc.) 


14,640 


5,696 


16,170 


7,614 


8,637 


52,757 


Cropland, total 


212,393 


55,000 


130,601 


98,023 


88,618 


584,635 


Land pastured, total 


140,623 


55,208 


101,173 


65,320 


71,214 


433,538 


Woodland, total 


38,517 


86,664 


51,414 


50,946 


66,258 


293,799 


—^Source: County Table 


1. Census of Agriculture 


. 1954. 


Kentucky, Vol. 


1, pt. 19, 



Bureau of Census, U. S. Department of Commerce. 






TABLE 3. DISTRIBUTION OF FARMS BY ACRES OF CROPLAND HARVESTED. 
FIVE COUNTIES IN SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 19 sW 






Acres of 










Cropland Harvested 


Barren Cumberland Hart 


Metcalfe 


Monroe 


Total 



Farms with; 



I to 9 acres 



Number 


862 


459 


809 


510 


464 


3,104 


Percent 


24.6 


35.3 


33.8 


28.1 


26.4 


2.3.8 


10 to 19 acres 


Number 


862 


354 


702 


485 


424 


2,827 


Percent 


24.6 


27.2 


29.3 


26.7 


24.2 


26.2 


20 to 29 acres 


Number 


630 


189 


371 


322 


276 


1,788 


Percent 


17.9 


14.5 


15.5 


17.7 


15.7 


16.6 


30 to 49 acres 


Number 


710 


182 


338 


339 


347 


1,916 


Percent 


20.2 


14.0 


14.1 


18.7 


19.8 


17.8 


50 to 99 acres 


Number 


365 


101 


147 


136 


203 


952 


Percent 


10.4 


7.8 


6.2 


7.5 


11.6 


8.8 


100 to 199 acres 


Number 


68 


16 


23 


18 


31 


156 


Percent 


1.9 


1.2 


1.0 


1.0 


1.8 


1.5 


200 acres and over 


Number 


13 


- 


2 


5 


9 


29 


Percent 


0.4 


- 


0.1 


0.3 


0.5 


0.3 


County total 


Number 


3,510 


1,301 


2,392 


1,815 


1,754 


10,772 


Percent 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



Source: County Table 1, Census of Agriculture. 1954. Kentucky, Vol. 1 

pt. 19. Bureau of Census, U. S* Department of Commerce. 
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TABLE 4. DISTRIBUTION OF FARMS BY ECONOMIC CLASS, FIVE 
COUNTIES IN SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 1954£/ 



Economic Class 


Barren 


Cumberland 


Hart 


Metcalfe 


Monroe 


Total 


Commercial 


farms 


3,226 


1,048 


2,171 


1,557 


1,631 


9,633 


Class I 




Number 


11 


5 


- 


1 


- 


17 




Percent 


0.3 


0.5 


- 


0.1 


- 


0.2 


Class II 




Number 


60 


36 


6 


11 


13 


126 




Percent 


1.9 


3.4 


0.3 


0.7 


0.8 


1.3 


Class III 




Number 


340 


20 


165 


45 


51 


621 




Percent 


10.5 


1.9 


7.6 


2.9 


3.1 


6.5 


Class IV 




Number 


1,135 


215 


795 


450 


326 


2,921 




Percent 


35.2 


20.5 


36.6 


28.9 


20.0 


30.3 


Class V 




Number 


1,185 


492 


770 


620 


636 


3,703 




Percent 


36.8 


47.0 


35.5 


39.8 


39.0 


38.4 


Class VI 




Number 


495 


280 


435 


430 


605 


2,245 




Percent 


15.3 


26.7 


20.0 


27.6 


37.1 


23.3 


Other farms 




620 


375 


445 


410 


355 


2,205* 


Part-time 




Number 


365 


185 


215 


170 


225 


1,160 




Percent 


58.9 


49.3 


48.3 


41.5 


63.4 


52.6 


Residential 

Number 


255 


190 


230 


240 


130 


1,045 




Percent 


41.1 


50.7 


51.7 


58.5 


36.6 


47.4 


Abnormal 




Number 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


. 




Percent 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


All Farms 




3,846 


1,423 


2,616 


1,967 


1,986 


11,838 



—^Source: County Table 5, Census of Agriculture, 1954 . Kentucky, Vol. 1, 

pt. 19, Bureau of Census, U. S. Department of Commerce. 
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TABLE 5. NUMBER OF FARMS BY TYPE OF FARM. FIVE 
COUNTIES IN SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 1954^ 



Type of Farm 


Barren 


Cumberland 


Hart 


Metcalfe 


Monroe 


Total 


Field crops other 
than vegetables and 
fruits and nuts 


2,290 


711 


1,785 


1,256 


1,178 


7,220 


Cash grain 


20 


15 


5 


25 


25 


90 


Other field crop 


2,270 


696 


1,780 


1,231 


1,153 


7,130 


Dairy 


281 


40 


80 


105 


70 


576 


Poultry 


10 


46 


5 


5 


10 


76 


Livestock other 
than dairy and 
poultry 


240 


144 


181 


85 


122 


772 


General farms 


405 


92 


115 


100 


236 


948 


Primarily crop 


55 


25 


15 


45 


35 


175 


Primarily livestock 


35 


5 


5 


5 


5 


55 


Crop and livestock 


315 


62 


95 


50 


196 


718 


Miscellaneous and 
unclassified 


620 


390 


450 


416 


370 


2,246 


Total 


3,846 


1,423 


2,616 


1,967 


1,986 


11,838 



-^Source; County Table 3, Census of Agriculture, 1954 . Kentucky, Vol. 1, 
pt. 19, Bureau of Census, U, S, Department of Commerce. 
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TABLE 6. VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD BY SOURCE, FIVE 
COUNTIES, SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 195W 



Source 


Barren 


Cumberland 


Hart Metcalfe 


Monroe 


Total 


























All crops sold 


5,846,844 


1,366,890 


4,149,742 2,814,442 


1,852,879 


16,030,797 


Field crops 
other than 
vegetables and 
fruits and nuts 


5,820,714 


1,347,731 


4,132,022 2,305,987 


1,837,733 


15,944,192 


Vegetables 


2,558 


2,855 


3,238 180 


1,735 


10 , 566 


Fruits and nuts 


23,422 


16,304 


14,482 8,275 


13,406 


75,889 


Horticultural 

specialties 


150 


- 


- 


- 


150 


All livestock 
and livestock 
products sold 


3,446,701 


1,190,741 


1,772,055 972,552. 


1,234,067 


8,616,116 


Dairy products 


1,467,095 


169,202 


554,507 468,617 


405,280 


3,064,701 


Poultry and 
poultry products 
sold 


180,084 


402,667 


138,689 71,047 


76,858 


869,345 


Livestock and 

livestock products 

other than dairy 

and poultry 1,799,522 


618,872 


1,078,859 432,888 


751,92.9 


4,682,070 


Forest products 


54,232 


36,413 


11,749 27,788 


27,995 


158,177 


All farm products 
sold 


9,347,777 


2,594,044 


5,933,546 3,814,782 


3,114,941 


24,805,090 


a/ 

— Source: 


County Table 


4, Census o 


f Agriculture, 1954. 


Kentucky, Vol 


. 1, 


pt. 19, Bureau of 


Census, U. S. 


Department 


of Commerce. 
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TABLE 7. NUMBER OF FARMS BY TENURE OF OPERATOR, 
COUNHES, SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 19541^ 



FIVE 



Tenure of Operator 


Barren 


Cumberland 


Hart 


Metcalfe 


Monroe 


Total 


Full owners 


2,009 


808 


1,369 


1,130 


1,337 


6,653 


Part owners 


640 


292 


392 


327 


229 


1,880 


Managers 


1 


2 


- 


1 


- 


4 


All tenants 


1,172 


349 


816 


566 


379 


3,282 


Proportion of 
tenancy 


30.7 


24.1 


31.7 


28.0 


19.5 


27.8 


Cash tenants 


10 


2 


7 


5 


11 


35 


Share-cash 

tenants 


3 


3 


9 


6 


5 


26 


Share tenants 


406 


83 


344 


167 


142 


1,142 


Crop- share 
tenants 


357 


77 


281 


159 


119 


993 


Livestock- 
share tenants 


49 


6 


63 


8 


23 


149 


Croppers 


662 


237 


388 


321 


184 


1,792 


Other and unspecified 
tenants 


91 


24 


68 


67 


37 


287 


Unspecified tenants 


87 


20 


57 


65 


35 


264 


All farms 


3,822 


1,451 


2,577 


2,024 


1,945 


11,819 


o / 

— Source: County Table 


2, Census of Agricultur 


e. 1954. 


Kentucky, Vol. 


1, 


pt. 19, Bureau of Census, U* S* 


Department of 


Commerce 


• 





TABLE 8. DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY MAJOR ACTIVITY OF HEAD AND 
PRINCIPAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME SOURCE, 597 HOUSEHOLDS, SOUTH CENTRAL 
KENTUCKY, 1956. 



Major Activity 
of Head 






Principal 


Household 


Income Source 




Farm 


Non farm 
Work 


Farm Wage 
Work 


Non- 

Work 


Totals 


Farm Operator 


Number 


304 


31 


2 


49 


386 




Percent 


78.7 


8.0 


0.5 


12.8 


100.0 


Farm Wage 


Number 


- 


4 


5 


2 


11 


Worker 


Percent 


• 


36.3 


45.4 


18.3 


100.0 


Non farm 


Number 


• 


90 


• 


4 


94 


Worker 


Percent 


- 


95.7 


- 


4.3 


100.0 


Self-employed 


Number 


• 


17 


-> 


2 


19 




Percent 


- 


89.4 


- 


10.6 


100.0 


Housekeeper 


Number 


1 


2 


1 


22 


26 




Percent 


3.8 


7.6 


3.8 


84.8 


100.0 


Military Service 


Number 


- 


1 


- 


1 


2 




Percent 


• 


50.0 


• 


50.0 


100.0 


Looking for Work 


Number 


- 


1 


- 


2 


3 




Percent 


• 


33.3 


• 


66.7 


100.0 


Disabled 


Number 


- 


- 


- 


2 


2 




Percent 


• 


• 


• 


100.0 


100.0 


Retired 


Number 


- 


3 


- 


51 


54 




Percent 


• 


5.5 


• 


94.5 


100.0 


Totals 


Number 


305 


149 


8 


135 


597 




Percent 


51.1 


25.0 


1.3 


22.6 


100.0 



TABLE 9. MAJOR ACTIVITY OF HEAD AND TOTAL INCOME FROM EACH OF FOUR 
PRINCIPAL SOURCES, 579 HOUSEHOLDS, SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 1956 



Major Activity 
of Head 


Number of 
Households 




Total 


Income From 






Farming 


Farm Wage 
Work 


Nonfarm 

Employment 


Nonwork 


Totals 


Farm Operator 


382 


$664,630 


$ 8,370 


$118,650 


$151,530 


$ 943,180 


Percent 


- 


70.4 


0.9 


12.6 


16. 1 


100 


Farm Wage Worker 


8 


- 250 


2,880 


4,860 


3,860 


11,350 


Percent 


- 


2.2 


25.4 


42.8 


34.0 


100 


Non farm Worker 


89 


21,740 


41,120 


219,510 


29,040 


311,410 


Percent 


- 


7.0 


13.2 


70.5 


9.3 


100 


Self-employed 


19 


1,780 


9,990 


38,140 


5,630 


55,540 


Percent 


- 


3.2 


18.0 


68.7 


10. 1 


100 


Housekeeper 


23 


2,120 


680 


3,000 


12,790 


18,590 


Percent 


- 


11.4 


3.7 


16. 1 


68.8 


100 


Military Service 


2 


. 


- 


3,150 


1,910 


5,060 


Percent 


- 


- 


“ 


62.3 


37.7 


100 


Looking for Work 


1 


- 


- 


. 


700 


700 


Percent 


- 


- 


- 


- 


100.0 


100 


Disabled 


2 


• 


120 


- 


3,2.40 


3,360 


Percent 


- 


- 


3.6 


- 


96.4 


100 


Retired 


53 


1,290 


420 


6,070 


52,620 


60,400 


Percent 


- 


2. 1 


0.7 


10. 1 


87. 1 


100 


Totals 


579 


$691,310 


$63 , 580 


$393,380 


$261,320 


$1,409,590 


Percent 


- 


49. 1 


4.5 


27.9 


18.5 


100 



ERIC 



0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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TABLE 10. DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY NET INCOME (INCLUDING 
PERQUISITES) AND BY COUNTY, 596 HOUSEHOLDS, SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 1956 







Net Income 


Class of Household. Includins Perquisites 










$1,001- 


$2,001- 


$3,001- 


$4,001- 


Over 




County 




Under $1,001 


2,000 


3,000 


4,000 


5,000 


$5,000 


Totals 


Barren 


Number 


47 


56 


55 


18 


16 


23 


215 




Percent 


21.8 


25.9 


25.5 


8.3 


7.4 


11.1 


100.0 


Hart 


Number 


36 


31 


27 


18 


2 


5 


119 




Percent 


30.2 


25.9 


22.6 


15.1 


1.6 


4.6 


100.0 


Monroe 


Number 


25 


53 


16 


11 


5 




110 




Percent 


22.6 


48.0 


14.5 


10.0 


4.9 


• 


100.0 


Cumber land 


Number 


10 


21 


28 


4 


1 


4 


68 




Percent 


14.6 


30.8 


41.1 


5.8 


1.4 


6.3 


100.0 


Metcalfe 


Number 


4 


21 


20 


27 


9 


2 


83 




Percent 


4.8 


5.3 


24.1 


32.5 


10.9 


2.4 


100.0 


Totals 


Number 


122 


183-^ 


146 


78 


33 


34 


596&/ 




Percent 


20.5 


30.7 


24.5 


13.1 


5.5 


5.7 


100.0 



^^Includes one household with county unidentified. 
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TABLE 18. DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY NET INCO!4B (INCLUDING PERQUISITES) AND BY NUMBER IN HOUSEHOLD 
596 HOUSEHOLDS, ^UTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 1956 
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(Continued on page 28) 



TABLE 24. DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY NET INCOME AND BY MAJOR ACTIVITY OF HEAD, 599 HOUSEHOLDS, SOUTH CENTRAL 
KENTUCKY, 1956 
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Totals Number 189 201 99 62 21 27 599 

Percent 31.5 33.6 16.5 10.4 3.5 4.5 100.0 



TABLE 2Sb DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY NET INCOME (INCLUDING PERQUISITES) AND BY MAJOR ACTIVITY OF HEAD 
596 HOUSEHOLDS, SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 1956 
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TABLE 26. DISTRIBUTION OF 435 MALE HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS BY NET INCOME (INCLUDING PERQUISITES) AND BY JOB CLASS 
SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 1956i/ 
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~~ Farmers include only those whose principal income source was farming. Others include only those whose 
principal income source was nonfarm work. 



r 



warn 



K 

O 






H M 

CO 

A 

® B 

e^4 3 



Sr-* 

M m 
< o> 
H 



e 



(0 


CO Of 






















M h e 






















o 

u 


•H 






CM 


00 




00 




NO 


CM 


00 


o 


a 






• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


aO 


Of *0 






CM 


CM 


m 


NO 


m 


NO 


O 






u e 


















CM 






M a 














w 










M 






















CO 
























o 
























> 


























*0 CO 






















4J 


Of M 






CM 




m 


00 


NO 




m 


NO 


CO 


M Of 






• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


u c 


•O M 






O 


1-4 


1-4 


CM 


m 


ON 


NO 


ON 


2L « 


a M 
•M O 














w 








o 


M S 






















•o 
























»* c 

e CO 

ft 


■O CO 
Of M 






















6 j* 


M Of 






















CO e 


•O M 






m 


SO 


o 


m 








NO 


M « 


C M 






• 


• 


• 


• 


9 


9 


• 


• 


CM 6 


f4 O 






o 


o 






m 




O 


00 


CO Of 
















w 




pH 


rH 


M M 
U O 
























Pm 


CO 
























CO M 
























Of Of 










so 


m 


m 


rv 


O 


O 










• 


• 


9 


• 


9 


• 


s 


9 




n M 






O 


o 


o 


1-4 


m 


Mf 


m 






CP o 

3 














w 
































CO 


■o w 






















o 


Of M 






















•H *0 


M Of 


4 


1 




in 














u e 


•o M 


c 


00 




CM 


ON 








O CO 


e M 


01 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


9 


• 


9 




•M O 


u 


o 


o 


o 




CM 


SO 


m 


CM 


u 


Ptf 3 












w 






CM 




Q> 






















a 


4 



















(0 

« M 
M (0 O 
(0 4J 

M 10 *0 Of 

01 f4 e f4 

00 U CO M 

S <H a 
»M O 






CO 

•» M 

^ -o 01 
CO e ^ 
e CO M 

0 o 

•H ^ ^ 

n CO 

CO u *0 

01 Of 

CM e M 

O 4S *0 

M u e 

m Of *M 
H Otf 



S CO 
CO M M 
M « Of 
Om 00 



M 

I? 

Om 



CO e cQ 

CO s 




C>«f 

CM 



ON 



ON 

NO 



NO 

in 



m 


m 




NO 


m 


ON 


• 


• 


s 


s 


9 


• 


o 


o 


o 


o 


ffM 


CM 



CM 

00 



ON 

m 



00 

sr 



CM 



o 

s< 

<n- 



u 

01 

•o 

c 

s 



ON 

ON 

ON 

<o- 

I 

o 

g 

co- 



rn 



ON 

• 

ON 

CM 



00 



ON 



CM 

SO 



in 

so 



00 



in 

m 



m 



00 

vO 



NO 






m 


CM 




00 


m 


ON 


m 


9 


• 


9 


• 


• 


9 


• 


CM 


ON 


NO 


00 


CM 














































M 






o 








O 


ON 


ON 


o 


ON 


ON 


ON 


> 


ON 


ON 


o 


ON 


ON 


ON 


6 




ON 


09 


ON 


ON 


ON 








CM 


09 


09 


09 


•o 


f-4 


f-4 


<0- CO 


CM 


m 




c 


<0- 


<0- 


CO 


<0- 


<0- 


<0- 


CO 


1 


1 




1 


1 


1 




o 


o 


CO i2 


o 


o 


o 


o 


o 


Q 


44 


o 


o 


o 


o 


o 


in 


5 ^ 


o 


o 


o 


o 


09 


#% 


H O 


09 


09 


09 


09 








CM 


m 




m 


<0- 


<0- 




<0- 


<0- 


<0- 


<0- 



o 



S 2 § § 



o 

o 



o 

o 



o 

• 

o 

o 



o 

• 

o 

o 



o 

o 



o 

o 



fO 



o 

H 



c 

o 

u 

u 

o 

u 



01 

u 

s 



• • 
01 
o 
u 
o 
o 

CO 



32 




IHiW 



mamm 



Population Reports - Consumer Income . Series P-60, No. 27, April 18, 1958 
of Census, U. S. Department of Comnerce. 
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TABLE 3 IB. DAYS WORKED AND NET INCOME BY AGE OF HEAD AND NET WORTH, MALE HEADS WHOSE PRINCIPAL INCOME SOURCE 
WAS: A, 2. FARMING, PART-OWNER, MINOR 
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TABLE 3 IE. DAYS WORKED AND NET INCOME BY AGE OF HEAD AND NET WORTH, MALE HEADS WHOSE PRINCIPAL INCOME SOURCE 
HAS: A, 5. FARMING, TENANT, FULL FARM 
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TABLE 3 IF. DAYS T^RKED AND NET INCOME BY AGE OF HEAD AND NET WORTH, MALE HEADS WHOSE PRINCIPAL INCOME SOURCE 
WAS: A, 6. FARMING. CROPPER, TOBACCO-CORN 
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TABLE 31G. DAYS WORKED AND NET INCOME BY AGE OF HEAD AND flET NORTH, MALE HEADS WHOSE PRINCIPAL INCOME SOURCE 
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TABLE 3lG« ~ Continued 
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TABLE 32. DISTRIBUTION BY TYPE OF JOB AND EDUCATION, 238 MALES VJHO LEFT HOME SINCE 1945 
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TABLE 32. - Continued 




TABLE 33. DISTRIBUTION BY TYPE OF JOB AND PRESENT LOCATION, 238 MALES VJHO LEFT HOME SINCE 1945 
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TABLE 33. - Continued 
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TABLE 34. DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY NET INCOME (INCLUDING PERQUISITES) AND BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM 596 
HOUSEHOLDS, SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY, 1956 ’ 
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Number 1 8 46 131 127 43 55 16 427 

Totals Percent 0.2 1.9 10.8 30.7 29.7 10.1 12.9 3.7 100.0 
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TABLE 40. - Continued 
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Number 1 8 46 131 126 43 54 16 425 

Totals Percent 0.2 1.9 10.8 30.8 29.7 10.1 12.7 3.8 100.0 



